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Quidvis recte factum quamvis humile preclarvm. 
Whatever is rightly done, however humble, is noble. Royce, 1924 


We never forget a face 


In 1904, Charles Rolls and Henry Royce started a company that changed the face of motoring. 
In 1919, a gentleman called Walter Owen Bentley did the same. 


Since 1946, generations of craftsmen and women at Crewe, England, have been proud to 
create the cars that bear the names of these two famous marques. 


Whatever the future holds, we promise you one thing on their behalf. Crewe Genuine Parts 
will continue to be made to the same standards and specifications as the original Rolls-Royce 
components.We have unmatched knowledge and experience of all cars ever built at Crewe. 


Times may change. Old models may be succeeded by new ones. But Crewe never forgets. 


To maintain the integrity of your Rolls-Royce, use Crewe Genuine Parts. 
Contact Bentley Sydney, your Authorised Crewe Genuine Dealership for 
further details. 


BENTLEY SYDNEY 


www.bentleysydney.com 


19 - 27 Regatta Road 

Five Dock, Sydney NSW 2046 

Australia 

Phone: 9744 511 | MD 17855 


left The Hon. Charles Rolls, Henry Royce and W. O. Bentley. 
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1955 Model Year Anniversaries 
Contemporary comment on the Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud and 
Bentley S1 from the RROC’s (USA) magazine ‘The Flying Lady’. 


Bentley Continental Flying Spur 
Bentley Motors Chairman and CEO, Franz-Josef Paefgen’s 
introductory remarks at the March 2005 Geneva Motor Show. 


Rolls-Royce Phantom with Extended Wheelbase 


Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Chairman and CEO. Ian Robertson’s 
address on I March 2005 at the Geneva Motor Show. 


Would the Real Lawrence of Arabia Please Stand Up? ........... 4480 
Barrie Gillings goes in search of the real Lawrence of Arabia in 


this fascinating article in the series, ‘Glimpses into the Past’. 
Vale - Melva Shirley Tompkins 1925-2005 


Overheating ... A Letter from Australia, 18 March 1916 4487 
The Australian Representative for Rolls-Royce sought advice on 
the ‘unpleasantly common’ complaint of overheating. 


“Your Car-Rolls ...” 

Sir William Gilbert, librettist of Gilbert and Sullivan fame, was a 
pioneer motorist and wrote to Rolls-Royce. 

Technical Topics 

Bill Coburn introduces Richard Treacy s article ‘Final Drive 
Cross-Member and Car Body Failures on Silver Shadow Series 
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Bonhams & Goodman Auction Results, 7 March 2005 4492 


Obituary - Peter W. Baines 
By Adrian West RROC (USA). 


Views expressed in PRAECLARVM are those of the individual writers 


Club Website: www.rroc.org.au 


Front Cover: Top photograph: The new Bentley Continental Flying Spur made its 
international debut at the 2005 Geneva Motor Show and will begin its global roll- 
out from April 2005. Photograph courtesy of Bentley Motors. Bottom photograph: 
The Rolls-Royce Phantom with Extended Wheelbase was launched at the 2005 
Geneva Motor Show. The extra 250 mm (10 inches) is added behind the B-pillar, 
so the rear-hinged coach doors are 250 mm longer as well. They open to 80 
degrees, giving exceptionally easy access to the rear compartment. Photograph 
courtesy of Rolls-Royce Motors. 


Deadline for the June 2005 issue is 15 May 2005 


es 


The Rolls-Royce badge is a trademark of Rolls-Royce plc and is used by the Club under licence from Rolls-Royce plc, Derby England. 
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The Steering Column - from the Editor 


‘Live-Wire’ Methods in 1933 

Veteran and Vintage car authority, David 
Manson, from Sydney, came across 

the following newspaper article from 
the Argus, 14 March 1933. Titled: ‘A 
Live-Wire Sale Manager’s Rolls-Royce 
Goes’ - “Live-wire methods in motor 
sales reached a climax in Melbourne 
last week when a salesman in a used car 
department sold his managing director’s 
Rolls-Royce car to a customer while the 
managing director was away discussing 
plans for a new body for it. Mr. N. Putt, 
the managing director of Britannia Mo- 
tors Pty. Ltd. had obtained a 40/50 Rolls- 
Royce Silver Ghost, and the purchase 
was shown on the books of the used car 
section. As soon as the car arrived at the 
showrooms Mr. Putt inspected it, and 


eS Re OSs ee = an then went to the bodybuilders to discuss 
Website Review: For the first time, the Review section in this issue looks at a website, the building of a special saloon body for 
<www.kdal32.com>. Instigated by Ashley James, this website is dedicated to the it. When he came back the only sign of 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars from 1946-55. The clue to the name of the website is the Rolls-Royce was entry No. 17 on 
in the photograph above. Ashley set out to construct a site that is totally in the public the company’s used cars sales list for 
domain, without password access requirements, and is easy to use for those with March.” 
limited computer experience. His aims include bringing together as many owners of On the subject of sales, 
these cars as possible, encouraging the use and proper maintenance of the cars and to the ninth Rolls-Royce Phantom was 
fill in the gaps in the manuals from authoritative sources. Overall, Ashley James, who delivered to a Sydney client recently 
is a member of the RREC, BDC and the RROC (USA) hopes the site will complement and Trivett Classic has two orders ‘in 
the official Club sites. See what you think, read the review and visit the website. Iam build’. Thanks to Bevin Clayton, General 
indebted to Ashley for the photographs and to Roger Thiedeman, who readily agreed Manager, Trivett Classic, and Stewart 
to my request for the review. Roger has contributed many excellent book reviews in Begg, who assists with advertising in 
these pages over the years, but admits this is the first time he has reviewed a website. Praeclarum, an advertisement for the 
He completed this new assignment admirably. Rolls-Royce Phantom appears for the 


first time in this issue. 


Tom Clarke Reports: Forty years ago - an 
early Australian Silver Ghost that few of 
us know. 1909 chassis 60922, rebodied in 
1964 with this Horner replica landaulette 
body, is seen here passing through Bacchus 
Marsh, Victoria, during the April-May 
1965 Australian 1,500 Mile Veteran Car 
Rally, 53 veteran and vintage cars took 
part in the Sydney to Adelaide run, with 
stops in Canberra and Melbourne. The 
event drew large crowds of spectators, 
particularly in the country. The owner of 
the car, Harry Markoff, is in the passenger 
seat and on the roadside is 1925 Bentley 
3-litre Speed model, chassis 1003, driven 
by Elizabeth Nagle of England. She is a 
well known historian with books on Bentley 
and the Veteran Car Club of G.B. to her 
credit. 60922 was wrongly recorded in 
‘Sunburnt Country’ and elsewhere as a 

car named ‘Silver Dawn’. In fact it was actually ‘Golden Dawn’ and the car was painted a light yellow to reflect (!) this name. 
(Its companion car 1126 was ‘Silver Dawn’, and later still ‘Silver Wings’ as Ian Irwin’s latest volume reveals.) 60922 was 
rediscovered in the early 1960s by Fred Robinson and Harry Markoff and the latter restored the car in 1964-65. The reason the 
car is little known in Australia is that in 1968 it was sold to the United States where it is still in the same family 8 hands and with 
this Horner of Melbourne body. (Tom Clarke collection, courtesy of the Australian News and Information Bureau). 
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Events Calendar 
Overseas 
11-12 Jun 2005 RREC Rally, Kelmarsh Hall, Northhampton RREC +44-1327-811788 
24-30 Jul 2005 RROC Annual Meet, Greenwich, Connecticut RROC, Inc. +1-717-697-4671 
Federal 
6-10 Apr 2006 Federal Rally, Orange, NSW David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 


Australian Capital Territory Branch 


4 May General Meeting Ken Baldwin 02-6254-4857 
ranted Arnage Limousine Exudes 6-8 May Weekend in Thredbo Ken Baldwin 02-6254-4857 
xclusivity 
eee " 1 Jun General Meetin Ken Baldwin 02-6254-4857 
A limited production run of the . 
B entley Arnage Limousine has 24-26 Jun Weekend in Kelly Country Ken Baldwin 02-6254-4857 
commenced following strong New South Wales Branch 
customer eee to the 2004 Geneva 17 Apr Commemoration Run Allan Simpson 0408-282-708 
International Salon concept car. 
aa P 20 Apr General Meeting David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
Customers can commission a car 
totally to their requirements Starting 18 May General Meeting David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
with a ‘blank canvas’, entire bespoke 22 May George Sevenoaks Day David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
interiors can be specified. They can 10-13 Jun Southem Highlands Fling Malcolm Yell 02-4862-2683 


choose between palatial interiors 


: ; land Branch 
or fully-integrated mobile offices. ina 


However, there are some special 17 Apr Picnic Run to North Tamborine John Wright 07-3263-1767 

3 

features on show, designed to illustrate 9 May Generali Meeting John Wright 07-3263-1767 

Just what Bentley Mulliner can offer, 13-17 May Autumn in New England Wallace Moorhouse 07-3366-5043 
such as electrically-powered rear foot 5 Jun Navigation Run John Wright 07-3263-1767 


rests. Information and photographs 
courtesy of Bentley Motors. 
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South Australian Branch 


17 Apr Heritage Day - Uraidla Oval Keith van der Pennen 08-8383-0393 
4 May Run and Gormet Lunch - Kanmantoo Keith van der Pennen 08-8383-0393 
22 May Run and Lunch - Macclesfield Keith van der Pennen 08-8383-0393 


Victoria Branch 


10 Apr Kalorama Vintage & Classic Car Display Louise Matthews 03-5942-9030 
14 Apr General Meeting - Guest Speaker, Denis Deasey Louise Matthews 03-5942-9030 
17 Apr Concours d’Elegance - Mentone Louise Matthews 03-5942-9030 
12 May General Meeting- Guest Speaker, Theo Nelson Louise Matthews 03-5942-9030 
15 May Visit David & Ellen Bailie’s Castlemaine Farm Louise Matthews 03-5942-9030 
Below right: This Rolls-Royce Phantom : Western Australia Branch 
was bought on 5 February 2005 at a 17 Apr Open Committee Meeting Mick Rust 0418-915-356 
charity auction in the USA for $US800,000 1 May Concours d'Elegance - WA Motor Museum Mick Rust 0418-915-356 
heise roe GORE HAR OM MABE TiGerl eas 24 June President’s Dinner Mick Rust 0418-915-356 
designed specifically to appeal to the tastes Silver Ghost Register 


of wine lovers and built at Goodwood 
especially for the Naples Winter Wine 
Festival in Florida, The auction raised 


26 Mar-5 Apr 2006 Wholly Ghost Tour Melbourne - Federal Rally Rex Vincent 02-9634-5052 


money for children’s homes in America and 
Russia. 

The exterior is a rich Burgundy 
colour and the interior fitted with the 
finest leather in a deep moccasin colour. 
The headliner is cashmere and all wood 
surfaces feature cross-banded figured 
Mahogany. A “cluster of grapes” motif 
is used on the interior and exterior - 
most notably as a sterling 
silver inlay on each of 
the Mahogany-veneered 
door cappings. The most 
intriguing custom features 
include a “mini wine cellar” built into the 
floor of the boot and a cigar humidor in 
the glove compartment. Courtesy of Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars. 
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From the Federal President 


ll roads led to Canberra for the 

2005 Federal Rally hosted by the 
ACT Branch. A full report will be in 
the next issue of PRASCLARVM, our 
Federal Rally issue. 


Rallies in England and America 


Now that our rally is behind us, and 

as our winter slowly approaches, it 
could be time to look at travel in the 
summer in the Northern Hemisphere, 
and our sister clubs there and join in 
one of their rallies. In June the Rolls- 
Royce Enthusiasts’ Club are holding 
their Annual Rally at Kelmarsh Hall, 
Northamptonshire, on the weekend of 
11-12 June 2005. Then the Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club, Inc., are holding their 
Annual Meet at Greenwich, Connecticut, 
between 24-30 July 2005. Michele and 
I have booked a trip overseas to include 
attending the Annual Rally in the UK. 

I would be pleased to know who else is 
travelling to this event. Please ‘phone, 
fax, or e-mail me. We would like 
members attending these events to take 
the customary group photograph with the 
Australian flag for PRA;CLARVM. 


Register Outing 


In February I igined 
af SeOrUuary, 2 


keen aroun of 
joimec @ Keen Broup Oo: 


members of the 20/25 hp, 25/30 hp, and 


Wraith Register on a tour of the area 
north of the Hawkesbury River for an 
interesting drive. We then had lunch on a 
property with sheds full of cars awaiting 
restoration. Many other members joined 
the drive and lunch, travelling to the 
event in an interesting range of cars. 


Inspirations 


How do we become Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley enthusiasts? The interesting 
article in the last Praeclarum about 
Blanche ‘Granny’ Brown reminded 

me of when she drove her Phantom 1, 
101FH, into the grounds of Roseville 
Public School in 1956 where I was 

a pupil. I can still remember the car 
and her speech on the REDeX Trial of 
that year. Did I have a double dose of 
Rolls-Royce, because in that same year 
our near neighbour was Francis James 
the eccentric editor of the ‘Anglican 
Newspaper’ and ‘OZ Magazine’ and a 
sometime prisoner of the Chinese. He 
owned the then dark blue Phantom 1, 
42AL, and I had many trips home from 
Sunday school picnics in this Phantom. 
Subsequently it became better known 
when repainted as ‘The Pumpkin’ 
when it was bought, minus tools, by 
one of our Foundation Members, Past 
Federal President, and Honorary Life 


Member, the late George Sevenoaks. 


Could it be that sub-consciously these 
two Phantoms, each with twelve 
gleaming spark plugs, were somehow the 
inspiration of a young person to one day 
own one of these magnificent cars built 
by Rolls-Royce? 


Replica Royce Car? 


In the letter section of this 
PRACLARVM, David Davis, a long 
time Club member, he was Federal 
Secretary in 1962, and a frightfully 
loyal 20 hp owner, proposes that we 
contemplate the idea of building a 
reproduction Royce car. I fully support 
this notion, but how can this farsighted 
dream be achieved without any cost to 
the Club? The idea was tabled at Federal 
Council in Canberra, and any thoughts 
from members would be appreciated. 


How lucky we are that Rolls-Royce 

and Bentley vehicles are still made. It 
is tragic to think of the many marques 
that have ceased production. A brochure 
arrived the other day for the new four 
door Bentley Continental Flying Spur. 
What a car! 


Yours in Motoring 
Bryan Inder 


The first Royce car in Cooke 
Street, Manchester in early 
April 1904. The proposal, 

by David Davis, to build a 
replica of this car is set out 
in the Letters section of this 
issue. Photograph on the left 
is courtesy of the Rolls-Royce 
Enthusiasts’ Club (UK), 

fiom Rolls-Royce Motor 


| Cars. Photograph above is 


re-printed from Fasal and 
Goodman, ‘The Edwardian 
Rolls-Royce’ 
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Courtesy of RREC and Roll-Rovee Motor Cars. 


Courtesy of Bentley Motors 
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1955 Model Year Anniversaries 
= §Omveatss— 


n April 1955 when the Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud and Bentley S Series models were introduced, the only 
Club for which they were eligible cars was the American Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club. So how were the new 
models received? These extracts come from the June 1955 issue No. 55-3, page 194, of The Flying Lady: 

“In April this year, Rolls-Royce Limited announced a new model, The Silver Cloud. The coming 
of a new Rolls-Royce model is a noteworthy event of special interest to the members of the Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club. A new car of this famous make has real engineering significance, not a mere change in details 
and styling. It undoubtedly comes of the usual extensive development and research work and can be accepted 
as a worthy descendent of outstanding lineage....”. 

At the same time the new Bentley ‘S’, with a factory body, was announced. Except for the radiator, 
these cars seem identical in specifications.... From the descriptions, this car is in every respect a ‘1955 
Modern’ car with everything except purple and puce three-tone paint jobs and 90 pounds of extra chromium. 
It probably tops, both in design and quality, the colorful miniature aricraft carriers that roam the streets 
today....”. 

The author, R.F.G., laments, “ But, let’s face it, the Silver Cloud isn’t hand-made the way 
Rolls-Royces were built in the lifetime of Sir F. Henry Royce.” However, the article concludes, 
“Members of the RROC, welcome the Silver Cloud. They hope it, too, is built to run a million miles and 
last for a generation.” 


Bentley Si - 1955-59 
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Bentley Continental Flying Spur 


Dr Franz-Josef Paefgen, Chairman and 
CEO of Bentley Motors (pictured right) 
introduced the Bentley Continental Flying 
Spur with these remarks in March 2005 at 
the Geneva Motor Show: 


“Just over three years ago, I was privileged 
to step into the position once occupied by 
one of our industry’s greatest engineers and 
most spirited heroes: Walter Owen Bentley. 

I can remember being both proud 
and excited at the prospect of keeping his 
vision alive and leading Bentley to prosperity 
in the new millennium. At that } 
time the Continental GT was 
still on the drawing board. Our 
manufacturing process was in 
need of modernisation. And 
we had not yet re-conquered 
Le Mans. 

But the greatest 
challenge came from you - 
the press and our customers. 
The question was: “Could we 
really make this company great 
again?” The answer has to be a 
resounding “yes”. Thanks to 
Volkswagen’s investment we 
have new production lines, 
new technologies and new 
people. 

We are attaining 
new and even higher levels of quality and 
reliability. We have won Le Mans. We have 
redesigned our flagship car, the Arnage. We 
have, only recently revealed, the Arnage 
drophead. We have found new markets 
and new customers with the universally 
acclaimed Continental GT. And today, we 
are proud and reveal a worthy stablemate 
to that car. 


Text and images courtesy of Bentley Motors. 


Bentley has had many high points 
throughout its history, but the rate and scale 
of current progress is surely unprecedented. 
We have taken the giant leap from becoming 
a small, honoured, but historical marque, to 
becoming a moder, dynamic and influential 
Brand of global renown. We have begun the 
journey to make Bentley great once more. 
Our team is on the road to success. 


Just two years ago, and in tre 
Bentley tradition the Continental GT was 
revealed to the world for the first time 
~ in Geneva. Today we are launching a 
very important addition to that family of 
cars. The fastest and most elegant four door 
production car in the world. In true W.O. 
Bentley tradition, this car is a paradox: A car 
with the refinement of the highest standard; 
and the performance of a supercar. A car 
that disproves the theory that: choosing 


luxury and space requires a compromise on 


; power and driving experience. 
For, like all truly great cars, 
the Continental Flying Spur’s 
real strength is only understood 
after experiencing the driving 
characteristics for yourself. 

This is a car that 
offers supercar dynamics and a 
world-class interior. All-wheel 
drive and space for the tallest 
of people. An automobile with 
muscle and grace, power and 
control, character and presence. 
And all of the highest order. 
Even for Bentley, this is one of 
the most “complete” cars we 
have ever made. Which is why 
it will find favour with a wide 
range of drivers. 

Which brings me back to the 
simple vision that W.O. Bentley set out in 
1919 to make: “a good car, a fast car, the 
best in class...”. This car, and the GT, are 
direct consequences of that ethos. But, more 
than that, today we are daring to suggest that 
we have stretched his vision .. . We believe 
that, in the Continental Flying Spur, we 
have made: “a car in a class of its own”. 
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Rolls-Royce Phantom with Extended Wheelbase 


Mr Ian Robertson, Chairman and CEO of 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars (pictured) gave 
the following address on 1 March 2005 at 
the Geneva Motor Show: 


“Tt is my great pleasure to be here in 
Geneva, just 30 days into what I consider 
to be one of the most exciting jobs in the 
industry. While it is a little tough to swap 
the blue skies of a South African Summer 
for the European Winter, I am delighted 
to be back home in the UK to take up this 
post. 


Rolls-Royce is one of the best known 
brands in the world, renowned for 
representing the finest in luxury, quality 
and engineering — and has simply become 
shorthand for...”the best”. In recent 
decades it would have been hard to argue 
that the company’s products were always 
worthy of this reputation, but now the new 
Rolls-Royce Phantom is once again a car 
which lives up to this image....and this 
fact is being recognised the world over by 
discerning buyers. 


From a standing start two years ago, the 
Phantom is now established as the clear 
market leader in the rarified world of 
super-luxury motor cars. Last year we sold 
the highest number of Rolls-Royce motor 
cars for 14 years — you have to look back 
to 1990 to find a higher volume. And the 
Phantom’s price is around double that 

of previous models. In fact no car in the 
history of this industry has sold in such 
numbers at this price level. 


This reversal of fortunes for the Rolls- 
Royce marque has been described as its 
renaissance and I believe this is not too 
strong a word for what has been achieved. 


So this is a pivotal time for Rolls-Royce. 
With the solid foundations of the business 
laid and with the Phantom well established, 
the future looks very exciting indeed and 
today I want to talk about two new models. 


In November we announced that we would 
launch the first of these - a convertible, 
based on the design of 1OOEX, our 
centenary experimental car, which was 
unveiled here last year. Over the past 12 
months 100EX has been creating quite a 
stir as it has toured the world and caught 
the imagination of potential buyers who 
have been keen to place deposits with our 
dealers. 


Rolls-Royce convertibles have always 
been the ultimate open-top motor cars. 
Glamorous, stylish, opulent, beautifully 
hand-crafted - and less formal than 

the saloons. And the new Rolls-Royce 
convertible will feature all the advanced 
technology and engineering developed for 


the Phantom. We will begin production at 
Goodwood in 2007 and the order book is 
already filling up — many of the customers 
already own a Phantom, but a significant 
number have not owned a Rolls-Royce 
before - but are strongly drawn to this new 
convertible. 


And we have another new model which 
will be launched later this year — a model 
which makes its worldwide debut here 
today. It is a new version of the Phantom, 
but with an extended wheelbase. The new 
motor car is 10 inches or 250 mm longer. 
And so successful have our design team 
been in maintain the elegant lines of the 
Phantom that you have to look twice to 

see the difference from the outside. But 
once inside the difference is immediately 
apparent because every millimeter of the 
additional length has been added to the rear 
passenger compartment and each of the 
rear doors is longer too and opens wider, to 
allow the easiest and most elegant entrance 
and exit. 


The extra space provides owners with 
almost limitless opportunities to add 
Bespoke items when they commission their 
motor car. Bespoke is the name we give 

to special features which do not appear on 
the normal options list and are really only 
limited by the customer’s imagination. The 
kinds of items which you might imagine 
for this extended Phantom include fridges, 
drinks cabinets, special entertainment 
systems and extra seating. Another popular 
item with longer wheelbase luxury cars is a 
division wall to separate the front and rear 
passengers and this, too, is possible. 


This motor car will be completely built 
in-house and manufactured alongside the 
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Phantom at Goodwood when production 
starts in the autumn. The aluminium 
space-frame body is all hand-welded by 
our specialist team and manufactured just 
like the standard Phantom. The space- 
frame construction was originally chosen 
for the Phantom for its strength, light 
weight and because it can be structurally 
adapted quite easily. The extra length of 
the extended Phantom is achieved simply 
by using longer aluminium profiles for 

the chassis and by adapting the roof, rear 
side panels and rear coach doors. All the 
beautiful wood and leather fittings are 
lovingly created by Goodwood craftsmen 
and women. I must say that in all my years 
in the industry, I have never seen wood and 
leather work of this quality. 


And to drive this car, you really feel no 
difference to the Phantom ~— use of light- 
weight materials means it is only 75kgs 
heavier. Powered by the same wonderful 
V12 engine it will accelerate from stand 
still to 60 mph in less than six seconds 

— which is fast enough to embarrass many 
sports cars - but really the most amazing 
thing about the Phantom and its longer 
stable mate is the noise and vibration 
refinement. Like its smaller brother, the 
extended wheelbase Phantom has a body 
which is as stiff as a Formula One car, 
giving superb dynamic performance and is 
virtually free from vibration. 


We have already had strong customer 
interest and orders are now being taken, in 
particular from Asia and the Middle East 
and it is in these two regions where this 
model will be launched. 


So in the past four months Rolls-Royce has 
announced the launch of two new models 
—and the plans don’t stop there of course. 

I can’t say too much I am afraid, but let’s 
just say we have plenty of ideas. 


Rolls-Royce has a rich history of all 
manner of different models in its past 

- large models and smaller ones; two seat, 
four seat, six seat cars; coupes, sports cars 
and shooting brakes. 


We are not ruling anything in or out, but I 
can say this — we are absolutely committed 
to securing the long-term future of Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars and that will require a 
wider range of products. 


That of course, is all for the future. Right 
here and now I count myself fortunate to 
have taken the helm of Rolls-Royce at 
such an important time. This is a pivotal 
moment for the company and for this great 
marque, now clearly re-established in its 
rightful place as leader of the super-luxury 
saloon market. We have new products 

on the way and more to come. I and all 

of us at Rolls-Royce...and indeed all at 
BMW Group, are committed to carry this 


company forward to continued 
and ever greater success.” ir 
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All of the extra 250 mm (10 inches) is added behind the B-pillar, so the rear-hinged 
coach doors are 250 mm longer as well. They open to 80 degrees, giving exceptionally 
easy access to the rear compartment. Once inside, of course, rear passengers have the 

luxury of the additional legroom. 


Text and images courtesy of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars. 
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This photograph in ‘The Rolls-Royce Motor Car’ by Bird and Hallows has the caption “A Rolls-Royce light armoured car Battery tender 
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that travelled from Akaba to Damascus. Colonel T. E. Lawrence at the wheel”. But, Barrie Gillings, in this marvellous piece of sleuthing 
into Rolls-Royce history, questions whether this is the real Lawrence of Arabia. 


Would the Real Lawrence of Arabia Please Stand Up? 


By Barrie R D Gillings (NSW) 


Lr the TV show ‘What’s my line?’ the 
impostors remained seated and the real 
person identified her/himself by standing 
up. If we could bring pictures to life, this 
would be a good way to identify the real 
Lawrence of Arabia. There are two very 
well-known pictures, almost certainly 
taken at the same place, and about the 
same time, claiming to show him in 
Damascus. But each one identifies a 
different person as Lawrence. They can’t 
both be right. We are not able to have 
him stand up, but a careful study of these 
two pictures and relevant Rolls-Royce 
books might give us the answer. 

In 1964, Anthony Bird and 
Ian Hallows published their excellent 
book ‘The Rolls-Royce Motor Car(1), 
It has, rightly, been recognised as an 
authoritative source of information. 
They say that in World War I the only 
fighting vehicle to be “wholly and 
completely successful” was the Silver 
Ghost. They continued: “Much of the 


success of T. E. Lawrence’s work in 
the desert is attributable to his fleet of 
Rolls-Royces... A report in The Times, 
from W. T. Massey, in December 1916, 
said: ...the armoured cars used in Egypt 
are all Rolls-Royces. Notwithstanding 
all the rough work they have done there 
has been no engine breakdown”. They 
showed a picture [see above] of a Rolls- 
Royce tender, with two men in the front 
seat, both in military uniform. They 
identified the driver as Colonel T. E. 
Lawrence. They did not identify the car. 
The American travel writer 
and adventurer, Lowell Thomas joined 
Lawrence in many of his Arabian 
activities as a war correspondent and 
wrote a book: ‘With Lawrence in 
Arabia’ (2). This book was extremely 
flattering of the shy and retiring 
Lawrence, and embarrassed him quite 
a bit. Thomas later compounded the 
embarrassment with his Royal Opera 
House, London production of “With 
Allenby in Palestine and Lawrence in 
Arabia’. Thomas was clearly a great 
admirer of Lawrence, as there are 19 


pictures of the latter in the book. After 
reading the Thomas book, you will 

be in no doubt as to what Lawrence 
looked like, in or out of Arab dress. But 
our own Rolls-Royce enthusiasms are 
not well recorded. In the remaining 43 
illustrations, there is only one of Silver 
Ghost armoured cars. (WLIA p 223) 

A few years after World War 
I, Thomas asked Lawrence “if there 
was anything to be bought with money 
that he couldn’t afford but would like 
to have...He replied: “TI should like to 
have a Rolls-Royce car with enough 
tyres and petrol to last me all my life”. 
The particular car he would have liked 
to have had was the Rolls-Royce tender 
called the ‘Blue Mist’, which he used 
during some of his demolition raids 
around Damascus. But after the war it 
was overhauled and became (General) 
Allenby’s personal car at the residency in 
Cairo”. (page 306) 

If we are to believe Lowell 
Thomas’s account, the car depicted by 
Bird and Hallows is the ‘Blue Mist’. 

In Chapter XXV (page 231), Thomas 
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says that on the evening of October 30 
(1917): “As the sun-rays fell aslant... 
Lawrence and (Colonel) Stirling drove 
into Damascus in their famous Rolls- 
Royce, the ‘Blue Mist’. They went 
straight to the town hall, and there called 
a meeting of all the leading sheiks... 
then...Lawrence at the head...proceeded 
through the streets of Damascus”. The 
following morning, 31 October at 7am: 
“The entire population, together with 
tens of thousands of Bedouin from the 
fringes of the desert, packed the “street 
that is called straight” as Lawrence 
entered the gate, dressed in the garb of a 
prince of Mecca”. 

Bird and Hallows captioned 
their picture: “A Rolls-Royce light 
armoured car Battery (sic) tender that 
travelled from Akabar to Damascus. 
Colonel T. E. Lawrence at the wheel”. 
As you can see, the man at the wheel 
has the aquiline features of Lawrence 
and could be he. The soldiers behind 
the car are wearing forage caps or sola 
toupees (correct spelling, sola being the 
term for the pith used in ‘pith helmets’). 
The passenger is wearing braces, has a 
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moustache, is probably a foot-soldier or 
NCO and is certainly NOT Lawrence. 

For nearly 25 years I accepted 
the Bird and Hallows identification 
of Lawrence (in the driver’s seat) 
as correct. But then I bought ‘Steel 
Chariots In The Desert’ (3), reprinted 
by the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club 
in 1988, but first published in 1937 by 
Jonathan Cape, London. The author was 
S. C. (Sam) Rolls, described by Eric 
Barrass as “a lowly—born, tough little 
artisan motor mechanic” and not C. S. 
(Charles Stewart) Rolls, “the inspired 
young aristocrat with a passion for 
motor cars...who joined F. H. Royce to 
establish Rolls-Royce in 1904”. 

As the dust jacket of the 1988 
edition explains, “Sam Rolls, a qualified 
motor mechanic (a rare breed in 1914) 
volunteered his services to the newly 
formed Duke of Westminster’s Armoured 
Car Squadron. He was the personal 
driver of the legendary ‘Lawrence of 
Arabia’ throughout what are widely 
regarded as some of the most romantic 
and brilliant campaigns of the first World 
War”. 


Glimpses into the Past: No. 19 


Above: As Barrie Gillings observes, the 
man at the wheel on the opposite page has 
the aquiline features of Lawrence, shown 
here in this portrait from ‘Seven Pillars of 
Wisdom’, and could be Lawrence. 


Below: The caption for this photograph from ‘With Lawrence in Arabia’ by Lowell Thomas is ‘Colonel Lawrence 
with the Author” and clearly shows how Lawrence, on the left, looked in Arab dress. 


‘ 
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Lawrence of Arabia 


The dust jacket of ‘Steel 
Chariots In The Desert’ also carries a 
picture [see p 4485 this article] that is 
almost identical to the one in the Bird 
and Hallows book but has the following 
differences: nearly all the soldiers are 
missing; we can now see two civilians, 
each wearing a tarboosh (or fez); the 
soldier passenger has been replaced by 
a figure in Arab dress. The very sharp- 
eyed may notice that the ignition and 
governor levers on the steering column 
have been moved, and the photographer 
has moved slightly towards the front 


of the car to take this otherwise nearly 
identical picture. But the two pictures 
must have been taken at about the same 
time, as demonstrated by the similar 
nearside mudguard shadows on the tyres 
and the radiator shadows on the offside 
mudguards. 

The ‘Steel Chariots In The 
Desert’ dust jacket picture is identified 
as: “Colonel T. E. Lawrence (in Arab 
dress) entering Damascus driven by the 
author S. C. Rolls. The car is the Rolls- 
Royce Silver Ghost ‘Blast’ (chassis 
number 57LB). Originally an armoured 


Photograph from ‘Seven Pillars Of Wisdom’. 
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car, the steel superstructure was 
replaced by ‘A low sporting body set in 
streamline with her long bonnet. Thus 
lightened, she answered her accelerator, 
when on firm going, like a shell coming 
out of a gun’”. 

The dust jacket was put 
around the book in 1988. According 
to Eric Barrass, an authority on Rolls- 
Royce armoured cars, and who wrote 
the preface to the RREC reprint and 
probably the dust jacket comments, Sam 
Rolls died well into his nineties. So Sam 
could have identified the driver and 
passenger in the picture, and perhaps 
he did. The dust jacket says the car was 
“driven by the author” ie Sam Rolls. So 
we can be almost certain that the figure 
in Arab dress was Col. T. E. Lawrence. 
We reluctantly conclude that Bird and 
Hallows mistakenly identified Sam Rolls 
as Lawrence in their picture, one of their 
rare lapses. 

From the Thomas account, 

Col. Lawrence and Col. Stirling drove 
into Damascus “as the sun-rays fell 
aslant” and they went straight to the 
town hall and met the Sheiks. So we 
might speculate that our two pictures 
weren’t taken then, on the 30th, but at 
about mid-morning the following day. 
Perhaps Lawrence was driven (by Sam 
Rolls or possibly Col. Stirling) through 
the cheering morning crowds, was then 
met by the gentlemen wearing fezzes, 
had his picture taken, then left the car. 
Then the soldiers clustered around, one 
enterprising chap took the seat occupied 
by Lawrence, and the cameraman took 
the second picture. This is the logical 
sequence of events. If events took 
place in reverse order, we would have 
to suppose that Lawrence got out, the 
soldier got in, got out, then Lawrence got 
in again, which is most unlikely. 

Can we prove this? The date 
was 31 October, late autumn for the 
Northern Hemisphere, with the sun 
towards the south. The shadows it cast 
should be slightly different in each 
picture. Can we use them as a sundial 
and determine which was taken first? 
Perhaps, but the calculations would 
be complicated. We know that the 
photographer moved after taking the first 
picture, because the canvas water bucket 
is partly concealed by the passenger- 
side mudguard in the Lawrence picture. 
We can measure time by the shadow 
positions on the pictures, because these 
are not changed by camera movements. 
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But such movements change the sight 
lines and thus the dimensions we can 
use for comparisons, and complicate 
time calculations. But the shadows are 
so similar that it is probable the two 
pictures were taken less than ten minutes 
apart. More information is needed to 
establish time sequences. 

There are other clues to do this. 
A careful examination of the governor 
and ignition levers on the steering 
column shows that, in the Lawrence 
picture, the ignition lever is fully 
advanced, and the governor lever is at 
its lowest setting. This suggests that the 
controls are set for running, and the car 
is idling or has just been switched off. In 
the Bird and Hallows picture, the driver 
has set the ignition lever fully retarded, 
and the governor lever half-way up the 
quadrant. The Silver Ghost is Edwardian, 
and would not have a starter motor. I 
believe that these settings of the control 
levers indicate that the car is about to be 
or has been hand-cranked or started off- 
the-switch, is about to move off, and so 
this must be the second picture taken. 
This supports the idea that Lawrence left 
the car and a soldier took his place. 

There is another anomaly. The 
dust jacket picture is also reproduced 
on page 242 of the 1994 John Fasal and 


Bryan Goodman book ‘The Edwardian 
Rolls-Royce’ (4). Their caption reads: 
“T. E. Lawrence (of Arabia) is the 
passenger in a 1909 car entering 
Damascus, driven by his chauffeur. S. C. 
Rolls (no relation of C. S. Rolls). Chassis 
number 57LB has been ascribed to this 
photo but this is an earlier low radiator 
car, not an ex-armoured car”. They 
confirm the identification of Rolls and 
Lawrence, but dispute the identification 
of the car as ‘Blast’, as stated on the dust 
jacket of the RREC publication of ‘Steel 
Chariots In The Desert’. This could be 
settled if only we could read the chassis 
plate on the firewall. The printing screen 
of the various pictures prevents this but 
the picture is so good that it might be 
possible on the original. Someone might 
know where the original is. There is 

an excellent large reproduction of this 
picture in the A3 brochure ‘Celebrating 
The 1008 Year Anniversary Of Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars’ (5), 

But if it is not an ex-armoured 
car, it was certainly set up as some sort 
of utility or tender. In the Lawrence 
car picture, he is resting his left hand 
on the topmost of three thick planks 
with rounded ends. These are probably 
the ends of the side planks of a type 
of utility rear section. Perhaps Lowell 


Thomas is correct and the car really is 
the ‘Blue Mist’. 

Lawrence was lionised 
following his World War I activities, 
partly because of the Lowell Thomas 
book. He was persuaded by a number 
of friends to write a book about his 
experiences and did so, starting in 1919. 
George Bernard Shaw and his wife read 
the proofs and made suggestions in 1921. 
In the preface to this book, originally 
titled ‘Seven Pillars Of Wisdom’ (6) 
Lawrence mentioned five of his superior 
officers and 35 of his colleagues but 
made no mention of his driver, Rolls. 
This is probably a good demonstration of 
the class-consciousness of the times. 

After Lawrence left the army 
at the end of World War I, he became 
a fellow of All Souls College, Oxford. 
He wrote several articles for the Royal 
Engineers Journal and The Army 
Quarterly about how to blow up trains 
and bridges and how to organise a revolt, 
then settled down to writing ‘Seven 
Pillars of Wisdom’. In December 1920 
he succumbed to persuasion and joined 
Winston Churchill’s newly formed 
Middle Eastern Department, from which 
he resigned in July 1922. 

In August 1922 Lawrence 
joined the Royal Air Force. Because he 


“A Rolls in the desert was above rubies .... 


Photograph from Editor 5 collection. 


was then a famous public 
figure, he enlisted under 
the assumed name of John 
Hume Ross. The medical 
officers who examined 
him were puzzled about 
his healed wounds, which 
were many, but did not 
have any idea how they 
were acquired. Lawrence 
did not enlighten them. A 
few months later, he was 
writing to George Bernard 
Shaw about the ‘Seven 
Pillars of Wisdom’. Shaw 
still had this “longest book 
written” in proof form, 
and was offering editorial 
suggestions. 

There was some 
delay in publishing. In 
1926 approximately 200 
copies of ‘The Oxford 
Edition’ were printed 
privately by Lawrence for 
subscribers, in various bindings, with 
some copies incomplete. In 1927, the 
book appeared with the title ‘Revolt 
In The Desert’, as a limited edition by 
Jonathon Cape in London and George 
H. Doran in the US. Copies of these are 
very expensive, several thousands of 
dollars. 

In January 1923 Lawrence 
was discharged from the Royal Air 
Force, because he had “too large a 
publicity factor for the ranks”. In 
1923 he managed to join the Royal 
Tank Corps, again under an assumed 
name, T. E. Shaw and was stationed 
at Bovington Camp. The Tank Corps 
Museum is located there and was then 
the home, in 1957, of at least one 
Rolls-Royce armoured car, ‘Wedding 
Bells II’. Readers can obtain more 
information from the museum’s website 
<www.tankmuseum.co.uk> 

Lawrence wanted to rejoin the 
RAF for reasons that remain obscure, 
and in July 1925 he was successful 
in being transferred from the Royal 
Tank Corps to the RAF Cadets 
College in Cranwell. It was here 
that he acquired his 1926 Brough 
Superior $S110 motorbike and where 
he wrote ‘The Mint’ (7), a book about 
his army and air force experiences. 

He was then sent to India. In late 

1927 he was writing, from Karachi, 

to his friend Edward Garnett about 
arrangements for re-printing ‘Revolt In 
The Desert’(8) as an abridgement of 
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Drawing from ‘Revolt In The Desert’. 


‘Seven Pillars of Wisdom’ but it was 
withdrawn six months later and not 
reprinted. It was not until 1935 that 
‘Seven Pillars of Wisdom’ was issued 
for general circulation. Since then many 
versions, in several languages, have 
been printed. These later reprints are 
comparatively common and relatively 
inexpensive. There are many other 
books about Lawrence. Readers seeking 
more information can find much of 
interest in ‘Lawrence of Arabia’, by Sir 
Ronald Storrs (9) and ‘The Essential 
T.E. Lawrence’ (10), selected by David 
Garnett. 

By 1931 Lawrence had settled 
in with the RAF and was now engaged 
in crewing fast motor boats, in particular, 
200 Class seaplane tenders for towing 
bombing targets and for sea rescues. He 
mentions, in a letter to Flt Lt Beauforte- 


“Who would have thought that 
little fellow would be 
Lawrence of Arabia?” 


Greenwood, two 35 footers being 
overhauled for Schneider Trophy duty. 
He wrote comprehensive notes on the 
handling of these boats. 

Lawrence had an astounding 
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circle of friends and 
acquaintances and his letter 
writing was prodigious. 
Here are some recipients: 
James Elroy Flecker, Robert 
Graves, Winston Churchill, 
George Bernard Shaw, 
Field Marshall Lord Wavell, 
Mrs Thomas Hardy, John 
Buchan, E. M. Forster, Sir 
Edward Elgar, Augustus 
John, Liddell Hart, Siegfried 
Sassoon, Lady Astor and 
George Brough. This last 
man was the designer of 
Brough Superior motor 
cycles, one of which 
Lawrence was riding when 
it left the road and he was 
killed, on May 13, 1935. 
Another person 
associated with Lawrence 
was Bruce Rogers, a 
typographer who worked on 
Lawrence’s translation of 
the Odyssey. Rogers was a friend of Alan 
Villiers, a well known sailing authority, 
who, in October 1934, achieved a 
lifelong ambition by purchasing a 
full-rigged ship and sailing her around 
the world with twelve cadets under 
training. She was called the ‘Joseph 
Conrad’, and is now an attraction at 
The Mystic Seaport Maritime Museum, 
Connecticut. Rogers conceived the idea 
of establishing a printing press in the aft 
tween-decks of the ship and the plan was 
for Lawrence to join him in this mobile 
publishing enterprise. The idea appealed 
to Lawrence, who was shortly to leave 
the Royal Air Force and was looking 
for things to occupy him. It is a pity 
the idea came to nothing, as he would 
have avoided the motorcycle death, 
which occurred about when the ‘Joseph 
Conrad’ reached Rio de Janiero. Villiers’ 
described the incident in his book “The 
Set Of The Sails(!1), 
Lawrence also met another 
famous Englishman, Frederick Henry 
Royce. Sir Max Pemberton, on page 
256 of his book ‘The Life Of Sir 
Henry Royce’ 12) records Patrick 
Murphy as writing, in the Sunday 
Express: “While his (Sir Henry’s) great 
Schneider Trophy engines were being 
tuned up at Calshot a few days before 
the (1931) race, he was introduced to 
Colonel Lawrence of Arabia, who, as 
Aircraftsman Shaw, was on duty at the 
seaplane base. He (Sir Henry) was as 
delighted as a child. ‘Who would have 


, from Rolls-Royce Motors. 


Photograph courtesy of the Rolls 
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thought that little fellow (Lawrence 
was five feet three inches tall) would be 
Lawrence of Arabia’? he muttered to me 
afterwards. He fingered his white beard. 
‘I can hardly believe it’.” 

Perhaps Sir Henry had read, 
in ‘Seven Pillars Of Wisdom’, where 
Lawrence had written: “A Rolls in the 
desert was above rubies: and though we 
had been driving in these for eighteen 
months, not upon the polished roads 
of their makers’ intention but across 
country of the vilest, at speed, day or 
night, carrying a ton of goods and four 
or five men up, yet this was our first 
structural accident in the team of nine”... 
“Rolls, the driver, our strongest and most 
resourceful man, the ready mechanic, 
whose skill and advice largely kept our 
cars in running order, was nearly in tears 
over the mishap. The knot of us, officers 
and men, English, Arabs and Turks, 
crowded around him and watched his 
face anxiously. As he realised that he, a 
private, commanded in this emergency, 
even the stubble on his jaw seemed to 
harden in sullen determination. At last he 
said there was just one chance. We might 
jack up the fallen end of the spring, and 
wedge it by baulks upon the running 


From the passenger’s sea 


board in nearly its old position. In camp 
we stitched the blocks with captured 
telephone wire and bound them together 
and to the chassis, and the spring to the 
chassis...and we put back the load. So 
enduring was the running board that we 
did the ordinary work with the car for 
the next three weeks, and took her into 
Damascus at the end. Great was Rolls, 
and great was Royce. They were worth 
hundreds of men to us in the deserts”. 
What Lawrence didn’t say was whether 
the Rolls he was referring to was S.C. or 
C.S. I like to think it was both. 

No doubt you are wondering, 
as I am, whether the car, which is the 
subject of this article, is the one with this 
spring repair. It might also be the ‘Blue 
Mist’, as Lowell Thomas says. Alas, we 
may never know. But there is a chance 
that a reader somewhere might know for 
sure. And I hope that anyone who knows 
whether any of the above information 
that I have gathered is wrong will 
provide the corrections. 


References: 


1. ‘The Rolls-Royce Motor Car’, Anthony 
Bird and Jan Hallows, B T Batsford, 


|} 


London 1964; 2. ‘With Lawrence In 
Arabia’, Lowell Thomas, Hutchinson & 
Co, Paternoster Row; 3. ‘Steel Chariots 
In The Desert’, S C Rolls, Jonathan Cape 
Ltd, London 1937; reprinted Rolls Royce 
Enthusiasts’ Club, H Shanley (Printers) 
Ltd, Bolton, 1988; 4. ‘The Edwardian 
Rolls-Royce’, John Fasal and Bryan 
Goodman, Thames View Holdings, 

1994; 5. ‘Celebrating The 100 Year 
Anniversary Of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars, 
Brooklands New Media Ltd, Shropshire, 
2004; 6. ‘Seven Pillars Of Wisdom’, T E 
Lawrence, Vols. I and II, first published 
1935, New Edition 1939, Reprint Society 
by arrangement with Jonathan Cape Ltd, 
Alden Press, London; 7. ‘The Mint’, T 

E Lawrence, Penguin Books, Middlesex, 
London 1982; 8. ‘Revolt In The Desert’, T 
E Lawrence, George H Doran Company, 
New York, first printing, 1926, 1927; 9. 
‘Lawrence Of Arabia’, Sir Ronald Storrs, 
Penguin Books, Middlesex, London, 1940; 
10. ‘The Essential Lawrence’, Selected by 
David Garnett, Middlesex, London, 1955; 
11. ‘The Set Of The Sails’, Alan Villiers, 
first published: Hodder and Stoughton 
Ltd, 1949, this edition Pan Books, London 
1955; 12. ‘The Life Of Sir Henry Royce’, 
Sir Max Pemberton, Hutchinson & Co 
(Publishers) Ltd, London. 


t - the real Lawrence of Arabia ts about to stand up! 


4486 


PRAECLARVM 


Vale - Melva Shirley Tompkins 


lhe Bentley was a sentinel at the 

entrance to The Old St Pauls 
Chapel in Castle Hill on Tuesday 8 
March 2005. Melva died on 4 March 
2005, just short of her 80" birthday. 
She was dedicated to and passionate 


about her family, her cars and the Club. 


From the early 1980s Melva and Bob 
Tompkins regularly attended Federal 
Rallies and New South Wales Branch 
events in their 1955 Bentley S1, 
B367AP, and in ‘Josephine’, their 1937 
25/30 hp, GAR42, a Martin & King 
Saloon. 

However, Melva was an 
active and enthusiast member of the 
Victoria Branch from the early 1960s. 
She witnessed an important part of 
the Club’s history when she attended 
the inauguration of the Queensland 
Branch, which took place over the 
14-16 June 1969 Queen’s Birthday 
weekend with a rally at Coffs Harbour, 
organised by the New South Wales 
Branch. With John Sproule, Melva 
was in her beloved 1926 20 hp, 
GYK82, the only car from the Victoria 
Branch on that rally. 

Melva was also present at 
the first Federal Rally that was hosted 
by the Queensland Branch in 1972 at 
Surfers Paradise. It was the Golden 
Jubilee year for the Rolls-Royce 20 
hp model. The Western Australia 
Branch had added a trophy for the 
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highest aggregate score in three events 
comprising the Gymkhana, the Concours 
d’Elegance and, Age and Authenticity 
judging. Melva and John Sproule won it 
with GYK82! They also won the 20 hp 
special “Golden Jubilee” trophy donated 
by Castrol. 

In the meantime, at the 1968 
Victoria Branch Concours d’Elegance, 
Melva won the trophy for the Best Post- 
War Rolls-Royce or Bentley with her 
1949 Silver Dawn, SBA30. 

Smitten as a small child with 
a Rolls-Royce owned by singer Peter 
Dawson, Melva acquired her first Rolls- 
Royce in 1957. As Melva recounted, 
“She smiled at me and I smiled back. My 
darling ‘Clementine’” — and so 1926 20 
hp, GYK82, was christened. 

Melva was Treasurer of the 
Victoria Branch in 1972-73 and was a 
regular contributor to the Victoria Branch 
Newsletter. She wrote in a delightful 
conversational style that was witty and 
engaging. Frequently she included the 
signal and excuse for a drink with her 
trademark “The sun was over the yard 
arm ...” and added at least in Hawaii or 
anywhere else that was timely! 

Melva joined the New South 
Wales Branch in 1984 and was soon 
active on the Committee. She was the 
Social Secretary for six terms from 1984 
to 1990. New South Wales members 
were treated to Melva’s literary talents 


when she edited London & Derby from 
1986. As Margaret Gillings wrote when 
she was the Branch Historian: ‘The big 
change came in 1992 when we found 
ourselves dazzled by the new glossy 
January 1992 edition of L&D for which 
full credit was given to the Editor, 
Melva Tompkins and the Advertising 
Co-ordinator, Kim Stapleton .... Melva 
continued as Editor until July 1998 
when ill health made it prudent for her 
to relinquish the responsibility.” 

Melva was an inveterate 
scribe, but it still came as a surprise 
that she left a letter to be read at her 
funeral. Such a letter could be maudlin, 
but no one could ever accuse Melva 
of this sentiment. The message was 
comforting, uplifting and hopeful. With 
the tiniest hint of mischief, in a most 
good-humoured way, it was vintage 
Melva, naturally! 

The funeral was attended 
by many Club members, including 
Federal President, Bryan Inder, 

Federal Secretary, Judith Merlin and 
Foundation Members, Margaret and 
Barrie Gillings. Bob Thompkins 

was himself President of the New 
South Wales Branch from 1992 to 
1995, and all the subsequent Branch 
Presidents were present to offer their 
condolences and pay tribute to Melva: 
Kim Stapleton, Tony Ward, Jeanne 
Eve and David Marshall-Martin. When 
Melva received the George Sevenoaks 
Memorial Award she said “I have 
always believed that I owe the Club, 
not that it owed me for the pleasure I 
have had in just ‘belonging’ and the 
satisfaction I derived from ‘doing my 
bit”. Melva did so much more than 
she owned up to in these remarks and 
will be fondly remembered. 


David Neely 
The outstanding service Melva gave to 


the Club was recognised in 2003 when 
she and Bob Tompkins, pictured here 
with Tony Ward in the background, 

were the first recipients of the George 
Sevenoaks Memorial Award by the New 
South Wales Branch. Photograph by 
Barrie Gillings. Photographs of Melva in 
her days with the Victoria Branch appear 
on pages 323 and 397 of ‘In the Rear- 
View Mirror - A History of the Rolls- 
Royce Owners’ Club of Australia’. 
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[ Overheating ... A letter from Australia, 18 March 1916. | 


The late Peter Baines (see page 4493), 
General Secretary of the RREC (UK), 
was looking through an early file on 
pistons and found the following report 
titled ‘Australia’ and ‘Overheating’. 

* 
I have received a report from Peat, 
dated 18/3/16 which reads as follows:- 
“T beg to confirm herewith my cable to 
you of even date, ‘Post thirty double 
piston rmgs-urgent. Peat.’ 

These are wanted for chassis 
2570E the property of A.S. Austin 
Esq. of ‘Eilyer’ Lake Bolac, Western 
Victoria. 

This car persistently overheats 
and IJ am intending to lift the cylinders 
to investigate the cause of the trouble. 
Mr. Austin tells me that this engine was 
once allowed to get very hot indeed 
owing to carelessness regarding the 
amount of water in the radiator so I 
think so (sic) it is Just possible that 
the rings have lost their spring and 
elasticity and may need replacing. 

Complaints about overheating 
are becoming unpleasantly common out 
here an I should like to hear whether 
you have any suggestions to make as 


In his biography of Gilbert and 
Sullivan, Hesketh Pearson wrote of the 
famous librettist, Sir William S Gilbert 
(1836-1911), that by 1902 
“Gilbert bought an American 
Locomobile, a steam car. Up 
to then he had jogged along 
comfortably behind his horses, 
which he called Bryant and 
May because they were ‘a 
perfect match’, but with the 
car came trouble. He began 

by running into a parson on 

a bicycle. The parson was 
damaged, Gilbert took a 
somersault over the dashboard 
and landed on his head, and his wife 
was lodged nicely in a hedge ‘where 
she looked like a large and quite 
unaccountable bird’s nest’. Some weeks 
later they were, according to Gilbert, 
not exceeding two miles an hour (as a 
magistrate he might had doubted his 
evidence as a driver), when two ladies 
came by in a carriage; the horse shied, 


to treatment of such cases. It seems to 
me that larger radiators are an expensive 
and uncertain method of dealing with 
the trouble and I suggest that we try 
something in the way of an oil radiator 
which could be made easily to fit the 
standard connections on the oil pump 
and sump. 

Do you find that the engines 
with the new light type of pistons are 
more prone to his fault or not? 

Considering the varying 
conditions under which our cars have to 
work in different parts of the world to 
say nothing of the variations locally in 
these different parts it certainly seems 
that there is some need for an automatic 
temperature control, all other methods 
being merely palliatives and makeshifts. 


Any remarks that the Test Dept. 
or Experimental Dept. may have to make 


re above would be much appreciated.” 

Will you please let me have 

your remarks. WOR. 
* 

Bertram Arthur Peat was born 
in Derby in 1880 and joined Roils- 
Royce Ltd in 1908. In 1911 he served 
the Company in Spain and France, 


“Your Car Rolls ...” 


made for the nearest bank, upset the 
groom and one of the ladies, who was 
run over, and bolted with the other. The 
carriage was stopped; no serious damage 
was done: and both ladies agreed that it 
was the horse’s fault. After that Gilbert 
knocked down a man who was so drunk 
that he apologised for getting in the way. 
At that time great hostility to motor cars 


later becoming a foreman. He arrived 
in Sydney with his wife Maud, on 
6 August 1914, as the Australian 
Representative of Rolls-Royce. 

Albert S Austin, born in 
England in 1834, arrived in Australia 
in 1851. He built an extensive pastoral 
enterprise in the Victorian Western 
District and southern NSW and in 1980 
became the inaugural President of the 
Pastoralists’ Association of Victoria 
and Southern Riverina. They also 
had ‘Eilyer’ a magnificent two storey 
eighteen room mansion in Toorak. 
Their first Rolls-Royce was 1912 
Silver Ghost, 1910E, a Mulliners of 
Birmingham Landaulette, and later well 
known in the Club after its restoration 
by Fred Miller Robinson around 1960 
with a replica London-to-Edinburgh 
torpedo body. As to the fate of 1913 
Silver Ghost, 2570E, its overheating 
problems did not stop in 1916 and it 
met its demise in the ferocious Victoria 
bushfires of 1939! (References: Irwin, 
Silver Ghosts of Australia and New 
Zealand; Clarke and Neely, Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley in the Sunburnt 
Country.) 


was displayed by large sections of the 
community, and someone wrote to 

The Times suggesting that residents on 
country roads should retaliate 
on motorists with a rifle. The 
humour of this appealed to 
Gilbert, who went one better. 
He favoured the erection of 
sign posts at certain strategical 
points along the road, carrying 
the words: “Motor shooting 
for a single gun’. Eventually 
the steam car disappeared 

and he bought a Rolls-Royce 
[1909 Silver Ghost, 60930, 
pictured]. Though he could 
not resist writing to the makers: ‘Your 
car Rolls but it won't Royce’, he was 
quite satisfied with it.” (References and 
photograph: Hesketh Pearson, Gilbert 
and Sullivan A Biography, Hamish 
Hamilton, London, 1935, pp 281-2: 
John Fasal and Bryan Goodman, The 
Edwardian Rolls-Royce, John Fasal, 
1994) 
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Technical Topics - Introduction 


By Bill Coburn (ACT) 


mong our many owners, the older 
L Xset have felt very comfortable 
with their chassied cars. Those frames, 
generally built to railway standards had 
attachments such as wheels and engines 
firmly bolted to them and the body had 
enough connections to the assembly 
that even if it became unbolted there 
was a good chance it would stay where 
it was. But when the Silver Shadow 
arrived, egads there was no chassis and 
everything appeared to be held on with 
rubber blocks and hope. Of course the 
likes of Holden had been doing this since 
1948 and had survived the harbingers 
who averred that the car would sag in 
the middle, the doors would never stay 
closed and in the event of an accident the 
car would literally explode all over the 
road! 

The chassis incidentally was 
dispensed with for a variety of reasons, 
probably the most important being 
to remove the battering ram beneath 
the car floor otherwise known as the 
chassis. As we all know in the event of 
an accident, modern monocoque bodies 
are designed to progressively fold up, 
the engine goes under the floor and with 
the aid of air bags and active restraints 
you finish up eyeball to eyeball with the 
assaulting driver in the other car. The 
other problem with a chassis is that it 
creates a height problem for the designer. 
I rather like this as I sit in my S2 Bentley 
and sneer downward at the occupants of 
ground hugging Spirits and Mulsannes. 

But while the body carefully 
cradles you in comfort and comparative 
safety, there is the small matter of 
attaching all the nasty bits to it so that 
you can get somewhere. And so the 
designers actually use a little chassis up 
the front called a sub frame and glue the 
engine onto it lashing on the steering 
gear and a couple of wheels with all 
those suspension bits and then fasten the 
whole contraption to the body with four 
bolts and in the case of a Silver Shadow 
the famous pot scrubber mounts. This 
allows the sub frame and the body to 
move relative to one another to minimise 
stress and to minimise the transmission 
of road noise. 

At the back, referring to the 
diagram, the wheels hang on arms 
(11) that drag along behind a fairly 


hefty cross member (1). The latter is 
bolted again with pot scrubbers (3) to 
the body immediately under the rear 
seat passengers’ vital bits. Poke some 
springs between the arms and the body 
and with a few other bits and you have 
a rear suspension. By now you have 
your beautifully furnished body and two 
assemblies flopping around underneath 
you but no means of getting there. So 
join the rear wheels to some axles (7) 
and drive them around with a differential 
and you can move and even go around 
corners. 

Cosetted in your Connolly 
and walnut cocoon you happily slam 
your right foot to the floor to zoom 
away from the band of admirers, giving 
little thought to what is happening at 
the back. The differential driving the 
wheels is actually fastened to a large 
crown wheel which in turn is driven by 
a relatively small pinion. The pinion is 
of course trying to climb up the crown 
wheel and take the rear axle casing with 
it. But in our cars the casing has a large 
torque arm (6) attached to it which levers 
against the floor and prevents the wind 
up. The rear axle however needs to 
be held somewhere so it is bolted with 
many bolts to a very light cross member 
(2) which is further bolted through 
rubber blocks (3) to the boot floor. 


The boot floor sturdily 
constructed with a good gauge panel 
steel has no real problem handling this 
load until you bring in a new factor 
— time. We all know how the lid of a 
sardine tin needs to be opened with 
the last bit removed by flexing the lid 
back and forth until it snaps, well if 
you excuse the analogy the same thing 
happens to your boot floor and in that 
event it is not sardines that go flying 
around the kitchen but serious bits of 
your transmission and a considerable 
slice of your cash holdings get spread 
around the community. 

The earliest Shadows are now 
approaching their 4gth birthday and bits 
are starting to fatigue that were never 
intended to last as long as this. The boot 
floor, as mundane as it might sound is 
one of those bits. Inspection is simple 
and an ounce of prevention is well worth 
the effort. 

Richard Treacy an ACT Branch 
member stationed in Switzerland and a 
most experienced practitioner in matters 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley not to mention 
a highly qualified engineer, has kindly 
compiled his experiences and remedies 
for this very problem which all of us 
with these cars should note and if we 
can’t do the job ourselves, we should get 
someone to do it who can. 
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Final Drive Cross-Member and Car Body Failures on 


By Richard Treacy (ACT) 


There are three well-known safety 
matters concerning Silver Shadow series 
cars which have been hovering around 
since they were built. Those are the 
final drive torque arm on early cars, the 
main steering pendulum lever on cars 
with steering boxes, and the final drive 
cross-member. Decades ago I knew of 
the final drive cross-member and torque 
arm failures. I learned the hard way 

of the last failure when the pendulum 
lever broke a few years ago on our T- 
Series, SBH13247, delivered in Sydney, 
September 1972. A U-Turn became a 
Pirouette. Thank goodness, no crash. 

I have read many articles about 
the weaknesses in the torque arm and the 
final drive cross-member, but was feeling 
smug because ours had been modified 
back in the 1970s by the Sydney dealer. 

Late last year, my father 
stopped the T-Series at the sign a 
block from home in Canberra, and 
gently proceeded onwards. Bang 
crash, the final drive cross-member 
came adrift, and bits spilled all over 
the road. Thank goodness, again no 
crash. The car has spent most of its life 
swanning graciously around Canberra’s 
boulevardes doing as a family car 
should, but imagine tf it had failed the 
day before on Bungendore’s bumpy 
gravel roads with honoured guests 
aboard? 

What the hell was that? The 
final drive cross-member had ripped out 
from the floor of the car. Safety issue No 
4 had reared its ugly head, as subsequent 
research has shown that this particular 
failure is becoming alarmingly frequent 
as the cars age and fatigue. 

The solution? Reinforce the 
boot floor and the small subframe 
which together hold the final drive 
crossmember in place. It’s better to do 
the strengthening before it fails, and 
thereby save thousands in peripheral 
damage to the exhaust, differential and 
half shafts to start with, not to mention 
injuries in a probable crash. 


Silver Shadow Series Cars 


Right: The diagram shows the 
standard original unmodified 
arrangement in cross-section. Note 
that the load is taken by the boot floor 
and the small subframe fixed to the 
bodyshell. The distance tube (item 2) 
holds it all firm. However, the boot 
floor and the small subframe sections 
are clearly too flimsy and failed 
through fatigue over time on our car 
and others. Note also the mismatch 
in the diameters of the distance tube 
and the washers: not good practice, 
especially with such small gauge 
metal. Since repairing our car, 

other owners have been alerted. 
Fortunately, they have discovered 
impending catastrophes and avoided 
them. 


Fig. J17: Final Drive Cross-Member Mount 


1 mounting securing bolt 6 final drive cross.member 
2 distance tube 7 mount securing bolts 

3 body member (small subframe) 8 heavy duty washers 

4 cross-member mount 9 Boot floor sheetmetal 


5 Securing nut and washer 


Right: This is the piece of sheet metal 
which ripped out from the boot floor. 
Note the complete absence of corrosion 
anywhere, but rusty cars will be at even 
greater risk. 


Below: To reinforce the small subframe 
supporting the final drive cross-member, 
we devised a Z-bracket. Its dimensions are 
shown in the sketch below, but the 70 mm 
offset should be checked in each case. It is 
fabricated from 4 mm mild steel plate. 


sso 


70mm 


120 mm 
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Right: Here is the large 4mm washer plate in the boot. Both 
sides are modified with washer plates and Z-pieces. The 
washer on the right hand side should be profiled as the sheet 
metal steps at the rear. 


Left: The Z-bracket is secured to the boot floor by a small bolt purely 

to ensure that the final drive cross-member is correctly located during 
assembly, and sits above the subframe silentblock mounting. The two large 
washers (original) can be seen between the subframe and the mount centre 
left. One may be removed on each side if it makes the half shafts straight, 
but that should be decided on a case-by-case basis. 


Left: There was no welding undertaken on the car. This decision was made 
so not to introduce new stresses or fatigue sites. The repaired section 

was simply boxed in to make it extremely sturdy. The Z-piece, the large 
washer plate in the boot and the distance piece are all held firmly boxed 
together by the main final drive cross-member mounting bolt. The whole 
arrangement is held in very securely. 


Below: Here are two other incarnations of So, back to the problem in the 1970s. Below is an unmodified final drive cross-member. If 
the boot floor reinforcement. Clearly, just yours looks like this, just panic slowly. 


about anything will do. 
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Right: Here is the final drive cross- 
member as modified in the late 1970s by 
the Sydney Rolls-Royce distributor. Note 
the revised harmonic balancer mounts to 
Silver Shadow IT specification, and the 
through-bolts and distance tubes boxed in 
for the silentblock mount. Compare that 
to the diagram in the workshop manual 

in fig. 1. It is very much stronger as 
modified. Despite this, a warning !! The 
final drive cross-member was showing 
cracks despite this essential modification. 
We had it repaired, strengthened and 
checked for straightness yet again by a 
subframe specialist in the ACT. Apart from 
fabricating the Z-piece, this was the only 
welding carried out. We used Nylock nuts 
on the new main bolts. 


Right is a cross-member modified recently 
by Pat Lockyer in the UK in response 

to our warnings. Pat implemented the 
package: both the cross-member and the 
boot floor are now reinforced. Note the 
similarities to the factory modification. 
However, he has fabricated plates top and 
bottom to provide a very sturdy solution. 
The factory modification does not employ 
a plate on the top of the cross-member. 

He also retained the original harmonic 
balancer mount, whereas the factory 
modification requires a new combined plate 
and harmonic balancer mount underneath. 
Pat elected not to fit Z-brackets, probably 
a sound solution as the failure had not yet 
happened. Instead, Pat made up a wider 
distance tube. Once dismantled, Pat's 
Silver Shadow showed signs that it was 
very Close to failure indeed. This is a dire 
warning to all Silver Shadow and Bentley 
T-Series owners, including the Silver 
Shadow I and T2 owners alike. 
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Silver Ghost Register 


At the Silver Ghost Association’s Annual 
Winter Fling held in Tampa and hosted 
by Maggie Newman, I attended a SGA 
Board meeting that took place on 27 
January 2005. The following is a brief 
report on matters of relevance to the 
Australian Ghost Register. 

A copy of the RROC of 
Australia Register structure as minuted 
at the last Federal (Melbourne) Rally 
and already distributed to members 
was accepted by the SGA as formal 
recognition of our established and 
ongoing co-operative relationship. 

The SGA has settled into its 
new Incorporated status and is working 
closely with the RROC of America. At 
the 2005 National Rally in Connecticut 
the SGA will meet for a Clam Bake 
dinner on July 28 and participate in the 
Concourse etc., as before. The SGA Inc 
has been granted provisional “Public 
Charity” tax status as a step towards 
permanent status or private foundation 
status. The ‘SGA Tourer’ will be 
digitized and indexed electronically. 


Obituary - Peter W. Baines 


Peter Baines, General Secretary of 
the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club, 
died suddenly and unexpectedly 
on 31 March 2005 at his home 

in Buckingham England. He is 
survived by his wife, Jo, and their 
two daughters and four sons. 


In addition to being 
General Secretary he was also 
Editor of the R-REC Bulletin, a 
task he enjoyed and did well. His 
ruminations about various subjects 
concerning the Company and its 
cars long will be remembered with 
pleasure by those who read them. 
Peter’s knowledge of the company 
and the artifacts in the Hunt House 
in Paulerspury are legend. He 
was largely responsible for the 
company’s archives coming to the 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation, the 
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The “Technical Bible’ will also be 
available in this format. The Editor 

of the ‘SGA Tourer’ will print details 

of future Australian events with 
particular emphasis on the 2006 event 
commemorating 50 years of the RROCA 
and 100 years (99 to some) of our 
Ghosts. 


Future US & World Ghost Events 
Winter Fling 21 January - 3 February 
2006. Costa Rica with Club Member 
Penny Armstrong. Winter flings are 
social events usually run over 3 or 4 
days for members to get together away 
from snow and ice (and cars). Usually 

a Ghost Technical Session is included. 
Penny, as a teacher of Spanish language 
teachers, visits Costa Rica with teacher 
groups regularly so she has the contacts, 
language skills and local knowledge 

to make this gathering a popular and 
memorable event. There are only 50 
hotel rooms available so if you want 

to get on the list contact me for more 
details quickly. Cost will be air fares 
plus approx. $US2,350 per person which 
includes accommodation, Tour expenses, 
transport and meals. 


R-REC’s foundation. In addition 
to serving on that foundation, he 
also served on the Rolls-Royce 
Foundation (US) and was interested 
and concermed with all that went on 
in the United States insofar as R-R 
and Bentley cars were concerned. 
He was a 35-year member of the 
R-ROC. 


This writer met Peter when 
both had barely finished serving as 
military officers, Peter having the 
more remarkable service as a fighter 
pilot in the RAF. His delight in 
watching the RAF high performance 
team was something one does not 
easily forget. Peter went on to 
fly for BOAC and its successor 
company, British Airways, until 
reaching that company’s mandatory 
retirement age; he then flew for 


The Volunteer Tour. 3 April - 12 May 
2006. A twelve day tour of approx. 1,200 
miles around Tennessee USA. 


Scottish Tour. A re-enactment of the 
Scottish Reliability Tour 1-14 June 2007 
is in the planning stage. 


RREC Annual Rally. 16-17 June 2007. 


French & Swiss Alpine Tour. 20 June 
— 10 July 2007 is also in the planning 
stage. 


It is planned to link the above three tours 
to encourage overseas members to 
maximize the usage of a shipped vehicle. 


Happy Motoring, 

Rex Vincent, Registrar 
rex. vincent@consonic.com 
28 Copperleaf Place 
Castle Hill NSW, 2154 
Ph: (02) 9634 5052 
Mobile: 0411 689 972 
Fax: (02) 9674 6357 


Virgin Atlantic for a decade. (His 
airline captaincy always neatly 
interspersed with his duties at the 
R-REC.) He often counseled others 
not to cross large bodies of waters 
on less than four engines and 
claimed that the only reason he did 
not fly on six-engined aircraft was 
because there was no such thing. 


Peter was fond of classical 
music, sang in one or more 
choruses, read voraciously, enjoyed 
interesting food, and knew his 
wines well. Time spent with him 
was always time remembered. He 
was a true Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
Enthusiast. He will be sorely 
missed. 


Adrian West 
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Website: www.kda132.com 
Compiled by Ashley James 
Designed by Geoff Causton 


While the Internet supplies much of our 
information and knowledge nowadays, 
it is not always the most user-friendly 
medium, or reliable in terms of accuracy. 
The same cannot be said of this website 
compiled by British Bentley owner and 
enthusiast Ashley James. Taking its 
name from the registration number of 
one of James’s Mark VIs (a standard 
steel saloon on chassis B423NY), the 
website offers a wealth of advice and 
practical information on the subjects of 
purchasing, restoring, and running Mk 
VI Bentleys and other Crewe cars of the 
period. (Ashley James’s other Mk VI is 
also a standard steel saloon, B227JN, 
registered JMT50). 

Importantly, users will find it 
easy to navigate through the clearly laid- 
out sections, or pages, into which the site 
is divided. ‘History’ is a self-explanatory 
look at Bentley (and Rolls-Royce) 
history, but one that is mercifully brief 
and does not regurgitate facts and figures 
that have been churned out ad nauseam 
elsewhere. ‘The Models’ further explores 
(yet concisely) the evolution of the Mk 
VI, R-Type, and R-Type Continental, in 
the context of the contemporary Rolls- 
Royce Silver Dawn and Silver Wraith 
models. 


Mk VI, B423NY, 
i il i : , 


Bent “y 


WE. 


photographed by Geoff Causton. Courtesy of Ashley Jame. 


Bu 


But from the ‘hands-on’ 
owner’s viewpoint, the website comes 
into its own at the ‘Technical’ page. 
Contained here are links to many 
useful and informative articles such as 
‘Assessing the condition of your car’, 
‘Overhauling front (and rear) shock 
absorbers on Mk VI, Silver Wraith, 

R and Dawn’, and ‘Oil Level and Oil 
consumption appertaining to 4/4 / 4% Ltr 
engines’—to name a few. 

The less technically-minded 
are also sure to enjoy the accounts, in 
‘Owner’s (sic) Stories’, of how other 
Bentley aficionados acquired, restored, 
and now enjoy their Mk VIs and R 
Types. 

Not unlike many other websites, 
this one provides a plethora of useful 
links to further information on the 
subject of Bentley and Rolls-Royce 
motor cars: clubs (including the Rolls- 
Royce Owners’ Club of Australia); 
dealers, restorers, and parts suppliers 
specialising in both marques; and other 
model-specific websites (e.g. ‘The 
Continental Register’, for the Bentley 
R-Type Continental). Omitted, however, 
is direct mention of the many good 
books (for example, those by former 
‘Preclarum’ editor Martin Bennett) and 
other literature concerning the types upon 
which this website focuses. 

Enhancing the site’s 
uncomplicated text and simple, effective 


ua 
ss 


layout are excellent photographs, mostly 
the work of Geoff Causton. More fine 
examples of Causton’s camera-craft may 
be viewed via the following link: 
http://www.kda132.plus.com/kda/ 
index.html 
Regardless of whether you 

own a Mark VI, R-Type, or Silver 
Dawn, you will want to bookmark 
www.kdal32.com as one of the more 
useful websites relating to Bentley and 
Rolls-Royce products of the immediate 
post-World War II period. 

Roger Thiedeman 


Life’s a 
Hoot: the 
autobiography 
of James 
oe Harwood. 

# Published by 
— Tangee Pty Ltd, 
_ P.O. Box 1054 
- Kalamunda, 
Western 
Australia 6926. 

= Paperback, 

231 pages, colour illustrations, ISBN 
0 9751289 2 2. (Available from The 
Pitstop Bookshop $29.95) 


Not many international motor dealers 
have given us their life story (or should 
risk it!) but Jim Harwood has done it 
with his customary good humour and 
charm. Jim has always been a sporting 
motorist and made his hobby his visible 
means of support after a short stint in 
England during 1951 in the motor trade. 
He returned to Australia and opened 
Performance Cars, followed by Sporting 
Cars, in Perth. He imported cars from 
England and found exotica locally that 
was soon on its way to Cameron Millar 
and Tom Wheatcroft back in England. 
Meanwhile he was racing Astons 

and Triumphs at Caversham in the 
Australian GP. Finding a V16 Cadillac 
2-door coupe led Jim into the clutches 
of the Vintage Car Store in New York 
and the stories surrounding this outfit, 
particularly being outmanoeuvred over 
two Kuwaiti Rolls-Royce Phantom IVs, 
are hair raising. The last half of the book 
concerns the York Motor Museum, 60 
miles from Perth, which he founded 
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with legendary collector Peter Briggs. 
This has been a great success and 
brought prosperity and tourism to the 
town. It hosts around-the-houses racing, 
charabanc tours, and the sort of activity 
which does the old car movement credit. 
A worthy story well told. 

Tom Clarke 


1000 Historic 
Automobile Sites 
by Mike Varey 
Elderberry Press, 
2003. 535 p. 
Softcover, ISBN 
1930859503. See: 
www.bertrams.com 


This telephone book-sized tome is a 
worldwide survey of public, semi- 
private, and even some completely 
private automobile collections that are 
or will be open to the public. A brief 
introduction sketching the history of the 
first automobile museums [900-1930 is 
followed by the 200-page US section, 
the most detailed in the book. Organized 
within alpha order by state, each entry 
contains a description of the collection’s 
purpose and contents, contact info 
(phone and web sites), opening hours 
and even driving directions. Some 45 
additional countries are then similarly 
presented but in varying degrees of 
detail. 

All the standards are listed—in 
itself no mean feat to collate all that 
data. But to fully appreciate the scope of 
the listings, consider these entries: E.L. 
Cord’s gravesite, the Sands Mechanical 
Museum, Colin Chapman’s garage, Brass 
Razoo Museum, Engine Museum of 
Pattijoki, the Bullit Car Chase (a blow- 
by blow itinerary to the seminal movie 
chase scene). If you know where all 
these things are you obviously should 
write your own book. (For everyone 
else: Inglewood, CA; Sunnyvale, CA; 
London; NSW, Australia; Finland; San 
Francisco.) Something for everybody, 
and you’ll wear out a few cars before 
you're done visiting all these places. 

Appended are motorsport-related 
sites, birthplaces/homes of famous auto 
personalities (along with memorials, 
statues, plaques and gravesites), 
historic car factories, and curiosities 
(whereabouts of first, last, and millionth 
model of a production run; prototypes; 
film and TV cars; celebrity cars of 
“heads of state” and “people associated 
with crime and scandal”; etc.). Although 
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the author says all information is 
“correct at the time of writing” the 
alleged existence of a one-off 1948 RR 
Silver Lace at the Motor Museum of 
Japan (p. 517) has us stumped. 

The Flying Lady, RROC (USA) 


Merlin Power 
The Grow! Behind 
Air Power 

in WW II 

by Victor F. 
Bingham 

Airlife Publishing, 
Ltd., 2003, 

176 p., 177 bw 
illustrations. 
Softcover. ISBN 1840374365. (see 
<www.motorbooks.com>) 


To clarify: this book is not so much 
about the engine but its applications. 
This “most outstanding liquid-cooled 
reciprocating piston engine of WW II” 
powered numerous craft and was carried 
in the majority of Allied planes. This 
book covers only those models that saw 
service in the RAF and Fleet Air Arm 
and describes 21 British and American 
aircraft, plus assorted variants, in terms 
of development, design, construction, 
testing, and operations. 

The Introduction explains the 
impact of the Geneva Disarmament 
Conference on aircraft design and how 
the Air Staff and manufacturers worked 
together throughout the development 
process. This is followed by a short 
chapter on the development from Kestrel 
to Merlin. Many photos and one splendid 
cutaway drawing (by Lyndon Jones) of 
each plane. (Index) 

The Flying Lady, RROC (USA) 


SU Carburetters: 
Tuning Tips and 
Techniques 

By G.R. Wade 
Brooklands Book Ltd., 
188 p. Softcover. ISBN 
1 85520 2557. 
(www.motorbooks.com) 


First published in 1968, this book 
provides the kind of service that causes 
it to be reprinted to this day. It covers H, 
HD, HS, and HIS units and also includes 
overhaul information for mechanical and 
electrical SU fuel pumps. It covers many 
cars and specifically lists RR/B specs. 
SU carbs cause much head- 
scratching. The theory behind them 


is simple enough but in practice the 
myriad of available jet and needle 
combinations—which mostly all work, 
but with different degrees of efficiency— 
lead to many ill-considered choices and 
untapped performance. Often enough, 
a “tune up” involves no more than 
synching the air density between the 
two carburetors and then setting the idle 
mixture. Empirically, this works—the 
engine runs. But to possibly run better, 
throughout the entire RPM/load range, 
calls for the kind of tuning this book 
describes. Also if you have a high- 
mileage and/or old engine; or different 
air cleaners, muffler, smaller/larger tires, 
different compression ratio, etc. you 
may well benefit from a needle change. 
Well illustrated with charts and exploded 
views the book offers instruction in 
basic design and function; overhauling 
and fault finding; mixtures and tuning; 
dismantling and assembly; and more. 
Within the restrictions imposed by the 
complexity of the subject, the writing 
is admirably clear and thorough, often 
presenting step-by-step instructions, 
augmented by descriptions of what part 
does what and why. The drawings in 
particular should be of interest to those 
who don’t actually want to take things 
apart but want to “see” how they work. 
The Flying Lady, RROC (USA) 


A-Z of Cars of 


SOIC TA Ale the 1920s 
AZOF S by Nick Baldwin 
Te Bay View Books, 
1920s 240 p., 682 b&w 
illustrations. 


Hardcover: ISBN 
1 870979 53 2; 
Softcover: 224 p. 
ISBN | 901432 
09 2 (see <www. 


motorbooks.com>) 


Reprinted several times since its first 
publication in 1994 and now available 
in paperback form, this book is an 
encyclopedia-like survey of automobiles 
that were produced and sold in Great 
Britain during the Vintage period, 
1919-1930. It is part of a series 
originally started by Michael Sedgwick. 
In this, the year of the Phantom I’s 80th 
anniversary (1925-1929), it provides 
essential context for what else was on 
the road at the time. The time span also 
overlaps with or immediately precedes 
the R-R Twenty (1922-1929), P II 
(1929-1935), and 20/25 hp (1926-1936). 
For its size, the UK was a large and 
lucrative market with enormous variety. 
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During that period, the output of some 
380 firms—from cottage industry to 
mass producer—resulted in a more than 
tri-fold increase in cars on the road, 
of which Rolls-Royce accounted for a 
healthy 10,000 units. The 1921 switch 
to taxing by horsepower rating led to all 
sorts of interesting engine permutations 
of varying success, thinning the ranks of 
manufacturers drastically. 

This book covers all known 
British vintage car makers in alphabetical 
order and devotes a separate, short 
section to all foreign makes sold in the 
UK. It presents brief histories of all 
marques as well as specs, production 
numbers, and prices of representative 
models. Model-specific details are rather 
brief but sufficient to allow “apples 
to apples” comparisons. Almost all 
entries have at least one b/w period 
illustration, many of which sourced from 
the archives of Old Motor magazine. 
The car listings are preceded by Motor 
Sport founder/editor Bill Boddy’s essay 
“Motoring in the 1920s”—who just 
started driving then—and a synopsis of 
the state of the British motor industry at 
that time. There are four more era-related 
titles in this series. 

The Flying Lady, RROC (USA) 


Bentley Beauty 
by Neill Fraser 
& Tomas 
Knapek 

The Silent 
Sports Car 

Club (Lomond 
Lodge, Killearn, 
Glasgow G63 9NJ, Scotland, ph. 
(0)1360-550116), 2004. 384 p., 800 color 
photos, 80 b/w photos, 8 original color 
illustrations Hardcover. Limited edition 
of 1000 copies. Full leather edition 
£460/$US850. ISBN 0-9547462-0-1; 
cloth edition £130/$US250, ISBN 0- 
9547462-1-x. Check for price of postage, 
packing, and insurance to Australia; Visa 
and MC accepted. 


One of the greatest periods of 
coachbuilding worldwide, and one of the 
most interesting periods of automotive 
design, was that of the 1930s. During 
the period 1933-40, over 2400 Bentley 
chassis were erected by Rolls-Royce at 
Derby - far more than any competition 
in that class - and those chassis wound 
up with some of the most beautiful 
bodies the world’s coachbuilders could 
produce. These cars were cherished by 
their owners as virtually contemporary 


cars well in to the 1960s, though they 
later became neglected by collectors. 
Today the Derby Bentleys are coveted, 
cherished again, and collected and driven 
eagerly. While a number of good books 
have been written about these remarkable 
cars, none so far has concentrated on 

the cars’ bodies. Bentley Beauty is 
subtitled The Art of the Coachbuilder on 
the Derby Bentley, 1933-1940, and the 
book superbly fills the previous gap in 
writings on these cars. 

Neill Fraser, a Scottish lawyer, 
researcher, and great enthusiast - he 
has five Derby Bentleys of his own 
- has devoted years of research into 
the coachbuilders who built on the 
Derby Bentley chassis. The result 
is this book, which for the first time 
definitively covers the output of all 
of these coachbuilders. The book is 
organized by coachbuilder, then by body 
style and chassis number, so it is easy to 
use. This approach allows the reader to 
appreciate fully the significance of any 
particular body, both by comparison with 
other bodies by the same coachbuilder 
and with similar bodies by different 
coachbuilders. The author renders 
aesthetic judgments that are sound and 
fair. 

Tomas Knapek is an 
outstanding photographer from Prague, 
and he spent the better part of two 
years taking more than 800 specially 
commissioned color photos of over 120 
significant Derby Bentleys. He and Neill 
roamed all over Britain, Europe, and 
North America photographing these cars, 
and the result is spectacular photos of 
cars that in some cases have very rarely 
been illustrated in books before. We 
aren’t just seeing the same old cars again 
and again, which is very refreshing. In 
addition to Tomas’ superb photos, the 
book contains period photos of cars 
from the Sir Henry Royce Memorial 
Foundation, along with eight new and 
striking color illustrations - the one of 
B187MxX< is particularly memorable. 

Bentley Beauty is both an 
essential reference work for those with 
any interest at all in the Derby Bentley 
and an art book of surpassing loveliness. 
The scholarship is sound: this reviewer 
was one of the text editors of the book 
and found it surpassingly difficult to trip 
up the author even in the first draft stage. 
The photos are interesting, informative, 
and magnificent; the new illustrations are 
delectable. The book’s coverage of the 
Derby Bentley is remarkably complete. 
Highly recommended, to say the least. 

Philip C. Brooks 
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Proposal to Build a Replica Royce Car 


Having regard to the events over 100 
years relating to Rolls-Royce, there is a 
danger that the origins or our cars and 
our hobby will be lost. I believe that we 
need reminders as a focus for our hobby 
and what better focus could there be than 
a visible example of Royce’s first car? 

No Royce Car survives apart 
from an engine and gear box, however 
a few 10 hp Rolls-Royces do. The 
Royce Car had a 1.8 litre two cylinder 
four stroke engine. The exhaust note 
was distinctive due to the 180 degree 
throw of the crankshaft. Lubrication was 
by splash, ignition was by battery and 
trembler coil. The quadrant gear box 
had three forward speeds and reverse. 
Steering was upright and very direct. 
Springing had more in common with a 
buggy rather than a car. 

I have some idea of what a 
Royce Car would have been like to drive 
as I was the custodian of the late George 
Green’s 1911 Clement-Bayard which 
was a two litre, two cylinder engine 
coupled to a three speed quadrant gear 
box and was similar in many ways to the 
Royce Car except that the Clement had 
magneto ignition. Driving was a very 
different experience to any other. The 
car had a distinctive hopping ride due to 
the beat of the engine. It was so small 
and light and yet, surprisingly fast. Gear 
changing was a real challenge as like all 
quadrant gear boxes, there was a neutral 
between each gear which was easily 
selected at just the wrong time. It was 
one of those cars which made you smile. 

So far as the manufacturing 
challenge is concerned, it must be 
remembered that the Royce Car was 
made by tradesmen from readily 
available materials. For example, the 
chassis was made of available channel 
sections riveted together. The spring 


The first Royce chassis, re-printed from 
‘The Edwardian Rolls-Royce’ by John 
Fasal and Bryan Goodman. 
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hangers were sulky items also riveted to 
the chassis. Wheels, springs were made 
up as were the radiator, steering wheel, 

controls and the like. 

The difficult items to 
manufacture are the engine, gearbox and 
differential. Fortunately an engine and 
gear box exist and they were of relatively 
straightforward construction. Castings 
would be sand castings requiring skilled 
but straightforward machining. The 
carburetor was bought out. 

C W Morton states in his 4 
History of Rolls-Royce at page 107, 
in relation to the three Royce Cars: 

“All parts, large and small, easy and 
awkward, were ‘marked out’ for 
machining, every hole and machining 
line ascertained and centre popped. 
Each machining operation called for 
the maximum of skill of the operator 
in setting up, with no jigs or fixtures to 
hold, locate and guide the machine tools. 
It is a process known in Roll-Royce as 
‘knife and fork’ jobs”. The replica then, 
would be very much a one off, as were 
the three originals. 

So far as bodywork is 
concerned, in order to display the 
workings of the car, it would be as well 
to keep it to a period single seat carrying 
a driver and a passenger with the 
appropriate bonnet over the engine and a 
period rear cover with the usual flat plate 
mudguards. 

While there is every reason and 
difficulty not to proceed with this 
project, its completion would be an 
achievement in itself and a significant 
contribution to our Club and culture. 

The replica Royce Car could 
be a Sir Henry Royce Foundation project 
whereby contributions towards its 
building would be tax deductable. The 
Foundation would be a suitable owner in 
view of it charitable objectives as well 
as its national standing and perpetual 
existence. 

I would recommend then, that 
the Federal Council consider proposing 
to the Sir Henry Royce Foundation that 
a committee be formed to plan and build 
a replica Royce Car as a visible symbol 
of the origins of our hobby and for the 
education and edification of present and 
future members of our Club as well as 
the public at large. 

David Davis, 42G1, NSW. 
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Memories and Photos Come Flooding 
Back 


I was delighted to read of the exploits of 
Granny Brown’s Phantom I, 101FH, in 
the latest Praeclarum. It brought back 
memories of the car from my youth. 

I set about in earnest to locate 
the two photos I took of the car in 1956 
and 1957 and found them, along with a 
few other items I’d misplaced! 

There is a third photo I have 
included also which will be of interest. 

There are many amusing 
anecdotes surrounding all the round 
Australia trials of the 1950s, but one 
especially relates to 101FH. On the 


inhospitable Birdsville track competition 
was tough amongst the leading cars, but 
some of the lead cars ran out of fuel. 
Granny Brown’s Rolls-Royce, achieving 
only 10 mpg at best, was one of these. 
A participant was kind enough however, 
to give her a one-gallon tin of fuel 
which got the car going again, and just 
a little down the track she came across 
an abandoned old utility with a full 44 
gallon drum in the back! 

Hope you can find a space for 
these in the next Praeclarum. 

Your work on Praeclarum 
reveals no crack with the changing of the 
guard. Superb effort. 

Ian Irwin, ACT. 


Top: The immaculately presented 1928 Phantom I, 101FH, a Windovers Two- 


Door Saloon, stands proudly on the plinth awaiting the drop of the starters 
flag at Bondi Beach in 1957. With the benefit of the previous years experience, 
the car set out on the 1957 Ampol Trial with much less cargo and no 44 gallon 
drum, Note however. that the rear trunk is full to overflowing. (Photo lan Irwin) 
Below left: This 1957 photo of 101FH in the outback shows the car in towing 
mode. The heavy-duty rope pulled many of the modern cars out of predicaments. 
Note the trunk is still open. (Photographer unknown. From Jan Irwin with 
acknowledgement to Terry McGrath, WA). Below right: This depicts 101FH at 
the start of the 1956 Ampol Trial with its reserve 44 gallon fuel drum hitched 
across the back and roof rack loaded to the hilt. This photo was taken on the 
promenade at Bondi Beach by lan Irwin, who was fourteen at the time. (Photo 


lan Irwin) 
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1965 Bentley S3 (B68FG) Two tone Dawn 
Blue/Shell Grey with beige interior. Very good 
condition. $75,000 ono. Joe Mardjetko 
03-9898- 5188 or 0412-235-123 


1927 Phantom I (95RF) Motor rebuilt by 
Wilson Engineering, Brisbane, re-sleeved and 
new pistons and bearings. Overdrive fitted, many 
concours prizes, excellent rally car. $85,000 

Pat Browne 07-3870-3427 or 0409-970-771 


See are 
a+ bs 


1966 Bentley Mulliner Park Ward (CBH1747) 
2-Door Fixed Head Coupe. A magnificent 
example of this rare marque, only 98 built, 

an almost complete vehicle history has been 
compiled with more than $41,000 spent during 
the last 2 % years alone by it’s current (third) 
owner with receipts available. Exterior is dark 
blue with light blue Connolly hide, the only 
concession made to the faithful restoration 

has been the sympathetic fitment of a stereo/ 
CD player. With only a few (minor) matters 
requiring attention, this could be a concours 
winner or perfect everyday vehicle, $78,000 with 
current RWC. Roland Geitenbeek 0418-550-165 


1934 Rolls-Royce 20/25 hp (GLB27) Original 
body, Swept Tail Coupe by Martin & King, 
with small luggage trailer for touring. Winner 
of Federal and NSW Branch concours awards. 
$90,000 ono. Bob Roberts 0407-002-350 


~ 


1936 Rolls-Royce 20/25 hp (GBK58) Original 
H J Mulliner 4-Door Sports Saloon, well 
maintained, much recent refurbishing and 
maintenance work, full tool kit and handbook. 
From the estate of Club member. $69,000 
Marianne Robins 08-8269-3668 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (BLOOMD) Metallic Sky 
Blue with dark blue upholstery, new blue carpets 
and mats. 113,000 miles Club Plates $36,000 
Ian Methven 02-9940-4773 
ian_methven@bigpond.com 


1968 Silver Shadow (SRH4032) Estate Wagon. 
Only one of three in Australia. Midnight 

Blue, tan interior, new brakes, shock and 
factory exhaust system, regularly serviced, top 
condition. 89,000 miles. Club plates (21846H) 
$35,000 Phil Sproston 02- 9482-1843 

or 0418-266-631 


1956 Bentley S1 (B151CM) Shell Grey over ' : : eS are 


Pepcid San eeey OEM BONE 1969 Bentley T (SBH7104) Shell Grey with red 

steering, complete tool kit, original Owner’s s d 

Handbook, refurbished woodwork, current hide and Mushroom Ambla headling. 68,000 
miles. Full history including Company build 


owner since 1989. Class Winner at 1992 and 
1993 Federal Rallies and Bentley Trophy winner data. Considerable work over last 4 years. 6 stack 
CD player. $35,000 with a discount to a Club 


in 1994. 93,000 miles approx. $38,950 Jeffrey 
Priddle 07-3378-6009 jeffpriddle@bigpond.com Member. David Cornish 03-5762-5342 


1974 Bentley Corniche (CBH16177) Coachbuilt 
Coupe 2-Door Hardtop, five seats, Peacock Blue 
and bone interior, all in excellent condition. Very 
rare, only 60 built, an Earls Court Motor Show 
display car. $79,000 Laurie Ogle 02-9960-0022 
(Bus) or Fax 02-9960-0144 


(Ril, Sees Baie 


1978 Silver Shadow II (SRH34993), have 
owned for 12 years, fitted with LPG. A good 
reliable vehicle, in good condition, that I give 
very little use. Has travelled about 136,000 
miles, mostly long trips. Located on Gold Coast. 
Keen to sell asking $19,500. 

Graham Leech 07-5535-1828 


1979 Silver Wrait INYLRH36157) Cardinal 
Red, unmarke@™@&}eck Teather. Immaculate, 
56,000 miles. AYare opportunity to own a car 
with royal heritage, delivered new to HRH 
Princess Margaret in September 1979. $42,000 
ono. Boyd Rasmussen 07-4151-4067 


1988 Silver Spirit (ASJ24285) Silver with light 
blue leather and sheepskin rugs. York Motors 

car delivered new in Brisbane. 3 owners 158,000 
km. Second series fuel injection engine, memory 
seats, picnic tables & ABS. Spirit 11 steering 
wheel and high brake light with CD player in 
boot. Service records, all tools, almost new Avon 
White wall tyres.Mechanically perfect. Victorian 
RR-9000 registration offered with car. $61,000 
John Taylor 0418-549-572 
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1997 Bentley Turbo RL (BRV59094) Midnight 
blue with magnolia hides. 49,000 kms. This 

is a unique car with leather headliner, cocktail 
sets behind the rear seats and picnic tables. In 


concours condition and a first place show winner. 


Perfect in every respect, $175,000. Richard 
Erskine 08-9336-2819 


Parts for Sale 


Tools: 20/25hp F6371double ended 
spanner; PIT-F51964, F51934, F51935, 
F51936, E75553 single end, E6258, 
E55017 C-spanners $150 each; PII- 
F51960, F51961, F51962 $185 each; 
Lucas oil cans-No.20 $85, No.40 $450. 
Ken King 03-533 1-6320 


Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud III grille 
shell, slight damage. $600 ono. Nick 
Preston 0412-109-199 


Selection of open and tube spanners 
from Phantom I. Ted Terrell 02-9484- 
1658 eterrell@bigpond.net.au 


Bentley Mk VI, R-type, Silver Wraith, 
Silver Dawn: 41% litre re-conditioned 
cylinder head complete with valves; 
manual gear box; assorted head gaskets 
and head studs; camshaft; crankshaft 
(grinded); front suspension parts new 
and used; top yoke bushes, king pins, 
needle bush housings and needle rollers, 
lower yoke pins, housings and needle 
rollers; 11" clutch friction lining plate, 
new; 10" clutch friction plate, new; 10" 
clutch pressure plate unit; 11" clutch 
flywheel drive plate (2), new; pair rear 
axle shafts; engine aluminium sump; 
timing case aluminium; assorted cam 
followers; water pump (carbon and 
seals) rotors; crankshaft damper, lining 
blanks, spring plate complete, new, 

and new springs plate and rivets; pair 
front bumper bar (half bars) and centre 
holding bracket; boot straps; crank 
handle, new blind rod assembly (needs 
new material and twine); speedometer; 
centre floor plate support front seat and 
runners; master cylinder and piston; 


35 WILLIAM ST ALEXANDRIA NSW 2015 
PHONE: 9698 8822 FACSIMILE: 9318 2321 A/H: 9639 9367 


MOBILE: 0414 418 894 


shock absorber seals; pair rear shock 
absorbers and spring rubber; main 
bearing set; pair Bentley pedal pads, 
new; set (6) UD17175 gudgeon pins; 
w/screen chrome frame and seal, new, no 
glass; side gearbox rubber mounting; “D’ 
rubber for front stabiliser bar; overider 
(needs repair). Alex Brown 
02-9743-3121 or 0438-294-459 


1937 Wraith radiator complete (needs 
re-core); 25/30 hp standard cylinder 
block with 6 R-R .030" oversize pistons, 
rear axle assembly with axles, hubs and 
brake drums (no differential, crown and 
pinion); 20 hp, 20/25 hp, 2 clutch metal 
friction plates, wheel spanner, original 
diver’s helmet tail light, assorted head 
gaskets, square head bolts and nuts. 

For car collectors and restorers: 1927-8 
German built Opel and 1933 Wolseley 
Hornet S. Alex Brown 02-9743-3121 or 
0438-294-459 


5 new tyres, Avon Turbospeed CR27 
255/65 106V and 1 new rim UR70423 
Ronal 7.5 inch JxISCH $5250.00 the set 
or, 1 new tyre on new rim $1660.00 

or, | new rim only with valve assy 
$700.00 or, new tyre as a single item 
$995.00 each. All tyres are black walled 
and were manufactured during 2002. 

The tyres have been rack stored, cool,dry 
and dark with UV protection. Also, one 
fuel pump Bosch 0 580 254 967 will suit 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements must be factual and accurate. Persons 
misrepresenting cars, parts or services will be denied further use of this space. Ads 
for cars for sale must include chassis number and asking price. Ads may be edited 

to optimise use of available space and to conform to a standard format, and may be 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor without discussion. 

PHOTOGRAPHS: Good black & white or colour prints showing the lines of the car 
are suitable. ‘Front-on’ shots cannot be used. For photo return, please include stamped 


addressed envelope. 


DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer’s licence number and comply with all other statutory requirements relating 

to their advertising. COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. Non-members are 
charged $16.50 (inc. GST) for a non-commercial ad. of reasonable length. Trade ads at 
commercial rates. Photographs included free of charge to non-trade members, $16.50 
(inc. GST) for others. Where applicable, cheques made payable to RROC of Australia 
must accompany advertising copy. Send ads to the Editor at: 


40 Queen Street, Croydon, N.S.W. 2132. Tel: 02-9747-2973 Fax: 02-9747-3563. 
Email: dneely@comcen.com.au 
Deadlines: 15 May, 15 July, 15 September, 15 November 2005 


fuel injected engines up to the Turbo R 
$220.00 Ken Baldwin 02-6254-4857 


Bentley MkVI/R headlights. Box 
of 7 in various stages of restoration. 
Located in Adelaide. Best offer. 
Peter Anderson 0408-894604 or 
balanda@internode.on.net 


1990 Silver Spirit If LHD front half of 
car, includes motor, gearbox, driver 
and passengers heated seats with picnic 
tables,doors, front suspension and 
brakes steering wheel with airbag and 
heaps more, to much to mention 
bargain $6000 Andrew Phillips 
03-5944-3771 or 0411-348-029 


Literature For Sale 


1923 Original Silver Ghost (hard cover) 
parts manual; Silver Cloud IIT handbook; 
workshop manuals and sheets. 

Alex Brown 02-9743-3121 or 
0438-294-459 


PRAECLARVM back issues available 
from The Sir Henry Royce Foundation, 
Australia. If you require a particular 
issue to complete your collection please 
let us know and we will see if it is 
available. $5.00 per copy. Please contact 
David Vann 07-3865-3287 or 

fax 07-3865-4822 


PRACLARVM 
Display Advertising 


Size Cost per Issue 
Full Page $451 
Half Page $253 
Quarter Page $143 
Business Card $50 
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answer one simple question 
and keep your car... 


What's missing in this picture? of older vehicles from valve seat recession 


Question: Unleaded fuels do not protect engines 
sel Yvalvemaster 


(VSR) and its costly consequences. 


Answer: Lead replacement petrol {LRP or 


world's leading lead substitute 


‘Super’) sold for use in pre -1986 vehicles To eliminate this risk take the advice 
after leaded petrol was withdrawn. of respected Australian motoring 
organisations and use Valvemaster Ask your local service station for 
This fuel option is now being withdrawn ~ the worlds leading lead substitute. Valvemaster or call us on 1 800 001 066. 


throughout Australia. 


Valvemaster is also available in Repco stores. 


Now you can safely use yesterday's 
Has it happened at your service station yet? vehicles with today’s fuels. www.valvemaster.com.au 


VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
VEHICLE INSURANCE 


When it comes to Insurance, 
we’ ll take as much care of 
your Rolls-Royce or Bentley 
... aS you do! 


e Agreed Value 
¢ Competitive Premiums 
e Retention of Wreck 
¢ Repairer of Your Choice 


Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


Coverage Throughout Australia 


1800 646 605 


NRMA Insurance Limited ACN 000 016 722 
388 George Street Sydney 2000 


Ornithorhynchus anatinus Platypus 
Ornithorhynchus from Greek ornis ‘bird’, 
rhychos ‘snout’, anatinus Latin ‘like a duck’. 


Your car also has many functions 
and parts for repair. 


TOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 
Pty Ltd 


13 Stirling St. Thebarton S.A. 5031 
Tel. 08 8234 5600, Fax 08 8234 5607 


[MIA 
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1924 Springfield Silver Ghost 


“Bess”, S64LK, is a 1924 Springfield Silver Ghost. She was 
bodied by Willoughby & Co with a Pickwick Limousine 
body, having a partition and occasional seats. 


The car was delivered to Mr Swindells in Rockville, USA. 
She was driven until his death in 1933. The car was then 
stored and maintained. His grandchildren sold the car 
in 1989 when she was brought over to Australia by Ron 
McLeod. She was given a cosmetic restoration and placed 
in a private museum. She remained undriven until 1997 
when John Matheson and Jeanne Eve bought the car and 
recommisioned her for the road after being undriven for 64 
years. 


Since then “Bess” has participated in the 20-Ghost Club 
(Australian Chapter) Tasmanian Rally in 1998 and the 
Monte-Carlo Rallye des Voitures Anciennes (3 prize 
Concours and 2"4 prize for Originality), also in 1998. She 
has been an Australian Federal Rally Class winner and a 
Queensland Concours winner. $295,000 Contact Charles 
Chelliah on 02-9666-1122 or 0422-255-222 


Leatherique leather 
care and renovation 
products. 


Leatherique Rejuvenator Oil 
($40 for 500ml or $20 tor 250ml), 
Naturally deep cleans, softens, and 
preserves your leather. 


Leatherique Prestine Clean 
($30 for 500m} or $15 for 250ml) 
to clean leather su e after 

Reju itor Oil. and/or use as a 
maintenance cleaner and detailer. 


Leatherique Colour Dye 

$100 per 500m] (includes custom 
tinting to your sample). 

Superb, professional results with 
cloth, paint pad. brush. or spray. 


} Leatherique Crack Filler 


($15 per 90ml) for cracked leather. 


Leatherique Prepping Agent 
($15 per 250m!) to prepare for 
Colour Dye. 


Leatherique Australasia Pty Ltd 
PO Box 383 Lindfield NSW 2070 
Phone & Fax (02) 9880 9911 
Mobile 0416 169 024 

leatherique @optusnet.com.au 
www-leatherique.com.au 


f i t F i i t i t 
Regular Maintenance is the key to continued safety, Reliability and Economy in any vehicle, but when that vehicle is a Bentley or Rolls-Royce 


the stakes are higher. A full service history, documented by your Authorised Bentley / Rolls-Royce dealer helps to enhance the value of your 
vehicle and protect the integrity of your investment. Our advanced technical training, specialist tools and customised diagnostic systems cou- 


pled with years of knowledge and experience make a world of difference when it comes to the maintenance and repair of your vehicle. 


Authorised coachworks - no 
job is too big or too small for 
our trained specialists 


Victorian Avon Tyres 
Distributor - Trade price on all 
tyres for club members! 


Rolls-Royce club members 
receive 20% off regular 
retail labour rate 


Quality pre-owned Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley's Motor Cars, 
visit our showroom or view 


AVON 
— “TYRES 


GENUINE PARTS 


PLEASE CALL TONY: (03)9848 9000 


LANCE DIXON BENTLEY 


online: lancedixon.com.au 


CALL NEIL: 
(03) 9848 9000 


AUTHORISED SALES, SERVICE, SPARE PARTS & AUTOBODY 


565 Doncaster Road, Doncaster, 3108. 
www.lancedixonbentley.com.au 


P: (03) 9848 9000 


Obligation Free Quotes 


CALL IAIN: 
03) 9848 9000 


BENTLEY 


PRAECLARVM 


FOR SEE CIAL 
VEHICLES 


Shannons Insurance has been insuring veteran, vintage and classic vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and has developed a 
great insurance package at a very competitive price 


M Agreed value. If the car is a total loss you will Ml No blame = No excess 


receive the full sum it is insured for. Mi Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or repaired 


@ You have the option to choose your own repairer Mi Free windscreen — one per year without excess 


Miln the event of total loss you will have automatic © M@ Personal belongings and tools up to the value of $400 
retention of the wreck, depending on the policy - subject to excess 


BER BRR RRR RRR RRR RRR 
FOR A SPECIAL QUOTE CALL 1300 139 006 www.shannons.com.au 


ROLLS ROYCE GHOST HISPANO SUIZA - CONCOURS WINNER 
5 - 7 : = 


aii FL a 


CADILLAC TYPE 57 BUGATTI 


ACHIEVE PERFECTION! ey Fea 


disc for 


Lmarr custom wheel discs & spare tire canisters for that “classic look.” \ bod me 
Add an air of distinction and refinement to your classic car with Lmarr precision S d and Rolls 


reproduction wheel discs, and side and rear mounted spare tire canisters. ae 


The convenience of our discs cannot be underestimated: 

¢ eliminates the lengthy cleaning process « helps protect the chassis and brake 

mechanism ¢ comes with everything needed for installation LMAR R DISK LTD. 

Lmarr has the worlds largest selection of wheel discs. Stock discs are available for over PO. Box 910, Glen Ellen, CA 95442-0910 USA 
seventy-five makes and models, and we can custom produce discs for almost any car. Tel: (707) 938-9347; Fax: (707) 938-3020 


We fit wheel sizes 16” to 23”. Spare tire canisters are available for Bentley - 18” and Rolls E-Mail: Imarr@attglobal.net; 
Royce - 18” & 19”. Website: www.imarr.com 


2-05 4503 


Need to rent a car in 
Australia, England or America 
Think blue. 


Rolls-Royce Owners' Club Members 
get a great deal 


Call 1300 367 227 or click www.thrifty.com.au 
and quote your Member Discount Number 4908002116 


think Er 


*Standard Terms and Conditions apply 


PARADISE (,ARAC 


Protecting your Investment in Rolls-Royce and Bentley. 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cars. 


At Paradise Garage, we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem. 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 


Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buying or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www.paradisegarage.com.au DL: 13746 
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“Strive for perfection in everything you do. Take the best that 
exists and make it better. When it does not exist, design it.” 


Sir Henry Royce, 1863-1933 


Trivett Classic - Authorised Dealer for Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
32-38 Yurong Street, East Sydney, NSW 2010 
Tel: 61 2 9383 9000 * E-mail: rolls-royce@trivettclassic.com.au 
For personal attention: Bevin Clayton, Tel: 61 2 9383 9157 


www.trivettclassicrolls-royce.com.au 
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